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?>h<» the Ccmnterof f srnaive we launched at epproxiMtely 0530 
on 16 fceceabcr, the first *n»y feed three Corps on the line, north 
to south, the filth, the fth, and VllWx Corps, each occupying Its 
position site* early October. Of these, the northern fit and the 
central V Corps sere pre-oectipled with offensives of their own, the 
former to capture COIfQI® and tho latter the f&Elt River &&ssb 0 On 
the other hand, the southern Tin Corps occupied « quiet, defensive 
Koetor c Please note the positions and sectors’ sis* of the three corps 
on the Twelfth Array froup* s G~3 Situation Tap of 151200 Seembor in 
the frontispiece. 

The German onoiAught was heaviest against the esmthom sector 
occupied fej the fXX Corps y and decreesod northward. All four of 
the 71 II Cor;e divisions sere struck on 16 fecember, by an identified 
ten owwy divisions* *hile the 7 Corps was attacked mainly only on 
its southern flank, the 99th nrlsiton adjacent to the fill Corps «^a 
assaulted by elsaants of 12 ©neap dlvi*inns„ Couth to north, the 2nd 
and 73th Division* of the f Corpe who were sarrylag the aajor burden 
of the V Corps offensive, were not a assaulted on the 16th by infantry 
forssas, the 2d resetting sows ho-vy shelling. Farther north, edjaeent 
to the central T Corps, &ha VII Corps* was not stricken during the day, 
aid continued its own offensive until 21 Seceeber, when it ns relieved 
and withdrawn to Beigiwe for defease » 

,£ss$r £&3sste9 £axafe&Uttsa- 

The corps h*S4 the opinion that the cneay regarded bi» 
defense of the SISCFSTSS line and of the AACKI^-* 00? corridor to 
the HOUR as vital. Hi* serious defense was erpeeted, and * contima- 

tion of hie defense was in general regarded aa the prinasy eneny cape* 
bility end intention. The lorpe expected oounterattick# against 

Aaerfoan penetrations. 

Ebon the Till Gorps seemed it* sector on i October, it 
estimated that at least for poliilCMl peaecne the eneeqr was required 
to hold the SlftlfTtlW tin* et all eosti, to hold the Allied forces 
on the Pe#tftrn front, end that the line* e serious defenee wa© expected. 
The Corps continued this opinion, and on 9 Dacaober regarded %tw 
oneaty pri»»ry ability c °d latent ion as the contlnwitiou of hie current 
active defense. Hie practice of giving new divisions tape rieaoe on the 
? XII Corps front, then sowing then elsewhere suggested the eneay** 
dee Ire that the son r«r ala quiet tnd Inactive. Counterattack* fco rectors 
posd.ti©j>s sted reinforoissents frrxs reserves were unexpected unless the 
^at'Vy felt the nil Gor&a vae worsting aa offensive. G&rmsat forces 
were ocuoidered to be very low la quill ty^ 
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to and north' of the deftuwivo VIII Corps? the 

V Gcal's **aa engaged in offensive action during sos-i of t ho period 
6$ctober*"X§ Seeeefcor, and its aiiiiuide toras'd# the enessy* a potentXaX- 
itle# was «easure& against tbs Corps cam opsraiioss, at reactions to 
the T Corps drive#. According to the Corps description, tec Qnmjr 
string iy and de-terainedly resisted tha V Corps advances, particularly 
in tha HCFTOBU Forest and tec SCCilflDT regions u This* doteral nod 
defense vs* regarded as tes current and expected on«^*s capability 
by tee V Carp# .0-2 Fstovsts of 6 Heoeaber* However, , preempt counter-* 
attack# with available re#e:-v«» could bo eapeeted «# a reaction to . 

V vorre penetrations* inasmuch a» the dwaas system of detente texs 

: though to bo .baited > t^^^^,^at«..oo3:n»te.r.. ..battle 

■ position*. ■ ; :-- : .:y'; 



$i»il«ir'tb'.'tha centrol ? Corps, the herteeraaK^i Carp# of 
the first -tesy, the VII th, was occupied with an offensive cm 16 B«CKibcr r 
asi bad been bo engaged since IM&y, 6 Juss e The current drive' was- 
. from approximately iACiLSN to seise SOLS, and had been launched oa 
16 Sovasber*, Within a soak of ojrar&tioas, the VII Corps decided the 
envsy considered his defense of tha AiCHSS-GOLOfiSS corridor es vital 
to the SUER, end the Corps 0-2 K-tlssete of 9 Ttce«bar eonsldsred tee 
**n«ay ? a sost llk#lv capability to fc* hi# continued active defeasa of 
his spoadtioaa. Heavy eneey iosfros bad been eonsistly replaced during 
the period, sad the VTI Corps wondered hoe long tee defenee could 
continue in the face of the low rate and the now deseed for troop# 
arising in tee souths This Sstiasts :tJW|4«d ## highly probable # 
counterattack tdtfe elasants of the enesiy*# SIXTH Paru&sr Army after 
tb« Corps reached the east bank of the 80X31 River, 



i£& fi£ ^Ste^CSSfiiH .iZ^SSSR- 

* 

jt . 

Of ih$ terse corps, the flllth acquired the only ostensible 
evidence of an isspe nding attack on a major scale*, That is, Corps 
divisons obtained sore# date, but,ae noted in tec PerrerdSog of Xafor* 
action discussion, tee VIII Corps 0-2 was notified of only four of 
those seven data prior to the lb Dece*bsr attack. f inf 1* o# oolleotlvely 
tet sejrour.dltte «#$*. s^KwSwl^y Blight .^oa.vhich! to ,pc#dieftt# #a 
accurate prediction of slnajo* : e«^' r de#hterbi 0 *, • I» step# ‘ and ; ri»3i#- • * 
bility of inforaeate, tesjr vers likSwirs vtak. Two date concerned 
?noroacing cne»y vehicular activity during thel2-l5 beoesber period, but 
bo pattern of eotian could be derived from the several, separated 
* instances, A civilian Luxembourg vesia' turned herself in to a divisional 
CJC on 14 December, and described gate away build-up in tee VT4BKS- 
BlTBfRG area, but her capturing division declared that she had noted 
nothing of *i liter/ sigaifieanoe on her rata travel route. 4 PV wte 
captured at 1930 on 15 Pscewber, who referred to an intending etteoV, 

He seid be had airlved on tee front on ths pr#viow# afternoon, relieving 
. m ankflc-w unit, ubiob va# pulled oat and -briefed for an attack between 
It Soeember -and Cbj-isteas* but teo P* did not know if tee front n# re to 
bo rteiaor.tel, divison, or tee entire fronts, Am the oapturieg divison 
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o beerved, tii* If? was seriously weaadsd, and he wse interrogated wMX* 
under Rerphlno, His coherence was qutatiotixbX*. 

'.Sots Iff tehee that these four . data were the only ones of ssyea 
which sere forwarded to the VIII Corps headquater# by the Corps 
di'fiisitia* prior to 1$ December, The Corps ledgxent of the etmsy 
later tioas therefor* took into a sown* only those four, Act tally, 
iso divisions captured three other Ff*s on the 15th, sms von&tad, 

\.aho ' stated fro* tesrsay or rroor that ** large-scale offensive was 
."-icarinent* neither these three cor the pat repeated to the Corps 
provided substantive, written iafors^tion, e # g*, official orders cad 
plans* . Tfcxtsjt the four data forwarded to tl» Corps hea&psrters sera 
ftke only, sttsck, scions possessed by ths .Corps (*•$* 

- |!f apsads^iwse, ^ea. flora ©n ealjf'fiw. 

days of "ttes lfowit»r period,' dt»flrv^ : «i2y fcJ&or activity, wSeIv 1 
as soveaentc of two trains end s few vehicles, from which ViO pattern 
could he deduced* fnrtheraore, ths nativity Ml defeasivs 

sod iasetive, United to petrolling end sporadic artillery, all 
r#a~ragg®eetive of sggreeeiv* Intentions to the fill Corps » 



Vnl.iks itr sov.iV’r» YtXX Gorp# neighbor, the V Corps did 
not possess evJ&one# of the isp® nding attack, . & a tber, if attack aigea 
existed’ the V Corps did not recognize then* It possessed feo special 
data resembling that of the VIII Corps which or it# face value evened 
to point to * large-scale sassy astioa* The «ne»j* e strong resistance 
to the V Corps offensive operations prior to 16 Ciceobar were inter* 
prated m expected reaction, Air MWonasiGsano* did sot reveal 
attack signs. It was negligible- due to bad weatheryjaet when flights 
were flown they did not disclose inforaetiv* data. A t wily,- air 
activity v?s largely support of the offensive ground operations , rather 
than reconnaissance for inforsntlonc 



fiwilnr to the V Corps, the VII Corps was pre-ooenpied with 
it# own offensive during tha pra-Coonteroffenalv# poriod, and the 
etMwy’ s defensive action *a e the expected reaction, which we# not m 



attack sign, HO partitsiUr symptoas were noted by the Corps,! 
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By the Corps 9 ** * VS# sailor aedita of the Corps transaissioa 
of their intelligence data was through their daily 0*2 Periodic*, 
0uk «f the T apt tfcsVIIX Corpo iwLated the ISWI (UfASiafXSa 
' section in. their pet iodise, but entries were regularly change - 
la contrast, the VXI Corps* 0*2 Periodica did not incorporate even the 
-title of that section, sxespt on 7 Psaesber when it quoted frew a 
\9SMF fl$2 Weekly ISW. 



’> -V; , -//_ ; - / ~i H*2 leiiwtss acre 

Issued by ail three Corps, ’- the VJIXVfi Corps iostted #S, -on 1 Oeober, 
daring the period la sfeleh the Corps stunwed ite Ardennes position, end 
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folloeed with Jetiaatea on 3, B, 19 Catcher, and 9 feoeeber. Thom 
of tht 2d 3 -shS- $ih October daalth with eomtwln telUgsaee in Belgiae 
and feomboa^*,-. An Eetiswte was issued hy the ¥ Corpe ©a 6 tecaafeer, 

' and that of the VII Ccrp* ns on th* 9ih» 

. - la reepact to highly significant data, sot* ie taken 
that only th a fin Corp* received inforstatioa that ostensibly indicated 
an lapanding oalor offensive hr t ha enter. *&«#• ware fear data 
received frai Its dlvletous during the last few day* prior to 16 Xkeea&rr. 
: .v.jfe obeerrsd /;« ttw* Eivis'oa tnrel, the' Corps divisions acquired reran 

- : dr<t*,'but only four ware, trens&itted 'to the Till Corps. Iba fill*# ■■ 

isftts coufim that proportion. Thou v*. e the two data ocoearaiag 
'-'the- 'increasing enssy traffic, the on* pertaining to the toild-up 

- tnfbasation t jproytd^d*’* .dyl Xissi wotaai* inferoer, and. the elala of 

■'sn;isi»i8Md^'‘it% dll fear. data iweei^jtr th# * 

Capps tja/'i t# .(^Periodic bat 

" th*r* was »©: evidence ’that it was femrdtd- atseesgs to’ifce Awgr 
as supplementary, erf'ediiiou& ettfcod, 0 r« data,; however, wee reported ■ 

' in tha Corps ICtK. -V • • 

Fro# Other Co**«nds, — » Each of the three Corps received 
S~2 is$ Buncos? free higher and adjacent esoMs, Q-2 Periodic# was the 
aeuel dc*staRo«t, parti, cul.srly la the ease of the 7XH Carps. First 
’ - &rry latenigenas Stsvaries were also frequently rwceiinid. the 1 , 

Til Gorpe tended to poseeea eopies of recent 0K4IP and Twelfth dray 
Croup C~2 i r # ekly Jntelligenes fusesrise. 

I&LUal Issazs&lsa aLa^Jsfi?ai3jfelfi Srr.?aJte° 

Tfe«i tha Cc«nterof?encive wa# l^twcfaed at a$>y-rori*«tely 
0530 or 16 Deeeeber, the T sad Til Carps were engaged in off ansi-wee 
against tbs tOKR da©* and CCiOGSE reepaetivaly, whir«e the Till Corps 
occur led a quiet, inactive, debonair* front, is a corps the VIXIth 
received tha brunt of the assault on the 16th whan a levant* of ten 
division* struck it, Nevertheless, the 99th division, the southern 
flank of the ? Corps, and adjacent to th* THICar { s oa the ¥XIJ*» north, 
wsr the divisional victls# of elrssentg of twelve divisions. Thus, of 
the actually puwulted division* of tha throe corps, tbo four of tb« 
finth .w»reon^t^;.d«f|sssr,. hut the 99th of Corps -wac, ink ccnduotlag 
its- "* : -• - >'•■ 

. 5b belief «?.* held by the HU Coarse that * enjor ewwy 
co^tercffenaiv* would hs made, and the eoefcand whs sx&ptimd ty the 
' ssrsult. Its roslisatioR of the attack*# ac^pc was net reached until 
app roxinately ^arly eoraing of the 17th 0 It# C«2 Periodic of 16^A0C 
Saoenherinferred that the attack *a* only a oountarattaok to restore 
loet positions. This vi-w vn* taken despite th» fast that the Gorps 
. |orse«*ed hy 2J20 hours too copie* ef th* Co^^nder^ltHlhlef W s #t*s . 

. CWter of the Bay, 16 ^t#pher, proolaiwing the fiountsrcffensiv# to 
the a er*aB f erase. Ca» copy fi-o# the ¥ Corps w#e received *t 2X28. 

’• -’ieoutlisg ,to ; '^e T Gasp* 0«2 Fariodio far l6booii*16a4C>^ 

'-■ ■ Peoeeberi v Sh& eotny arperently plssced aa all oat attack egaisat 
the Till and' T Corp* with the eein epeuarheed directed eppcac i o s t el y 
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sfc'tfc# .bcnadsry between the two corps. * the scares of this data ay 
the yy&eoKs' for the opiates wore rot stated* Entirely poetAW#* fcowowj 1 * 
the T Corps &-2 derived, th’a opinions frcti va s-ivno sources, the 
' cola ob** being the capita*: <$ text «f the T©a ftatxisiedi Ordny of ttes &sy 
stijwrsclag the Cou«toroffeaciv*„ Th.lt domtSeni ma captured by the 99th 
Bivirion, and $S&oed to •‘•he V Corps €K? &t 1350 A, abo doabilwss 
shored it to tl« 0-2. The Corps G-2 thereby had ear ml hour-j to core 
aider its meaning, Bor tag iha day", ho*efer» the T Corps Issuance* 

/ provided oo indication of it? ooaprohtnrion of the enasiy’a objestivae 
slid intentions* I»teiXlg*»e« SnsivatrSes of 060C, 1230., 1900* %td " • •• 
2400 described operiions only, riihoai. aons^ntary *e to tbr-ir {mawlX 
significance. Their era offensive action tms contia-sd throughout the 
. day by- tbs - 2d and TSth^vsieno* uhiett wore not attached,, except for 
boe* ehelling* '&t the eths?; hand,, the 99t&*. being actually assaulted j. 

••' }&»int'.Ined , /po^ionfe.>^ihs%'h’sarj’ preseore^-oofttifthd two /nery j#sa« / 
eiratiene* received intense artillery sad scybir.fiWj. eesdacted loc«l 
count pra.ttas’ke to restore or^iaal positioner and naintalasd- contact 
with the 2d £i vision o» its l»ft{aorth)c 

In cosplete contrast to tbs TUT Cqprs and pnrtitlly to that 
of the Vth, the TIT Corje *>as not attached by the #ss$y on the ^6% 
except for rose shelling oa two towns sad *« aerstult on one of the 
toims by a sixty nan force which wse rspulsod* The Tilth continued 
its or.n offensive until relieved by the III Cei^-p at midnight 21 
teea-atcr, s^be-reopen the ^Iltiud thirst? Isto Selfless for parti eip tioa 
in the Counteroffensive* 
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Adjacent to and north of the dafeaai to TIU Corps, the 
T Corps wa* engaged is offensive actios daricg sort of the period 
69etober*15 Beeeaber, sr$d iw attitutdo towards the enesy** potontisi- 
i tiers was seasnreK! against th* Corps cam operation*, «• reactions to 
the V Corps drives,, According to the Corps description, tha encsy 
strongly end determinedly resisted the V Corps advances, particularly 
is th# B0KTG2H Forest and the SCCi&IDT regions. This determined 
clefar.se was regarded as tha current and ejected sassy 4 * capability 
Sgr the V Oerpa 0-2 Istoaate of 6 Pwccabar. Hcwevox, preapt ooaat^r- 
attacks with available reserves could be expected as « reaction to 
V Corps penetrations, inasmuch a* the Qex®an eye tea of defense was 
though to be baaed upon iasediat* counter action to maintain the battle 
position* 

Similar to the central V Corps, the northernmost Corps of 
tha First Aray, the VIJth, was occupied with an of fen sirs on 16 Pecasber 
'*ad sudt been so engaged since D-Say, 6 Jan*. The current drive to* 
tr©& approximately A&GKE3 to sets* KDU?, ami bad been launched on 
16 5cT6'iO*ro Within a weak of apara tions, the Til Cory* decided th* 
(Hasjrj- contiidersd his defends cf th<? AACSSJ-CfKKJlfF corridor as vital 
to the K2H.S, and tbs Corps 0*2 f tiast* of 9 Hesssber considered the 
mm-* s acst likely capability to be his continued active defense of 
his* positions* Hesvy eneqy lessee had been eonststly replaced during 
the period, sod the TH Corps wandered ho* long the defence could 
continue in the face of the Ices rate and the new doomed for troop* 
arising in the south* This Bstlnete regarded a* highly probable a 
counters ttaok idtb elements of the enemy* * EJX7H Passer Amy after 
the Corps reached tfc» east bank of tbs BCTB River, 






nl, Of the three corps, the Yllltb acquired the only ostensible 

l\V evidence of as impending attack on a major scale* that is, Corps 
|P divincas obtained eaves date, but,*e noted in the. Forwarding of Infer* 
u? cation oi peuesion, tha Till Corps 0*2 was notified of only four of 
HA those ««vta data prior to the 16 Deeeasber attack. £ ingle or collectively 
My th; te four dfctn were mrser' rally slight vpots which to predicate an 
IV\ accurate prediction of » major enesy counterblow* la scope mod relia* 

III 1 . • bility of inforwmts, they wore liksvis* weak. Two date concerned 
\ftL latrcacing onavy vehicular activity during thal2-15 Deceaber period, but 
UV no pattern of action could be derived frsns tha several, separated 
jm instances. A Civilian Luxn-rbourg wcwsn turned herself in to a divisional 
m.CIC on 14 December, and described sow* envoy build-up In the TTADEH- 
\*\VlT3£RG area, but her capturing diviaion declared that she had noted 
\v> thing of si liter - / significance on bar sain travel route. 4 PR was 
captured at 1930 on 13 December, who referred to an impending attack. 

He said he bed arrived on the front on the previous afternoon, relieving 
an unknown unit, which was pulled oat end briefed for an attack between 
.. 17 Deceeber and Christa**, but the PR did not know if the front were to 
be mginental, divieow, or the astir* front. Am tha, oepturlug divicon 
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obrorvodt the F* seriously wounded, and he wkr interrogated while 
•jedtiT norphlne* His coherence way qnettioDfebXB!, 

Jfofs its token that these four date wore the only one? of as Ten 
which wore forwarded to the. fin Corps hwtdquaters by the Corps 
division* prior to IS December. The Corps Jnigasnt of the enemy 
inte ; tioftc therefor* took into account only thou* four* Actually* 
two divisions captured three other Fit* s ett the 15th, one vosdded, 

■>. who stated fro* hearsay or rtaasr that a* large-scale offensive wap 
iiwinpnt. Hwither these three nor the on# reported to the Corps 
' provided ambstantiva, written Infers* tion, e.g., official orders and 
plans* Thus, the four data forwarded to the Corps headquarter* were 
the only attach eynptoas possessed by Urn Corp* C^* . . 

- J n contrast* Corps air, rec<nmiits*nc«, when flown on only five 
days of the 1*15' Secteber period, observed only ninor activity, #aeh 
as Koveaonts of two train* and a few vehicles, fro* which no pattern 
could bo deduced* Furtherwore, the enesy’a activity wap defensive 
and inactive. Halted to patrolling and sporadic artillery, all 
i»o-srg£«aetive of aggretriv* intertions to the VIII .Ccrpa* 

P&lika its southern HII Corps neighbor, the Y Corps did 
not po epees evi dance of the 3 spending attack* Esther, if attack sign* 
existed the V Corps did not recognise then. It poseeeaed no special 
<iat« resoebiing that of the Till Corps which on it* face mine ceeaed 
to point to a Is age--* scale eeepy cation* The antsy* * strong resistance 
to tbs T Corps offensive operations prior to 16 Deesmbar were Inter- 
pro ted as expected res ctlosu Hr raootmai ccanea did not reveal 
attack slgneu It. was negligible due to bed weather,. but whan flight* 
rare flown they did not disclose i r for r stive data* A tu»13y p air 
activity wa* largely support of th* offensive ground^operatiorB, rather 
then reconnaissance for iafomstion. 



finJlar to the V Corps, the VII Corps w&a pro-onerpiod with 
its own offensive during th* pra-Cormteroffensiv* period, and the 
enemy's defensive action **}f> the wspeotod reaction, wb^oh not. as 
at wok alga. So particular sy»pto»» wore noted' by the Corpse-' 

£sbx$&&m: *■:/** •*•• "•'/ •. ;. 

By the Cory a* Tie rsajor nediua of the Corps tranaelijdon 

of their intelligence data t?a® through thair dally G~2 Periodic** 

Each of the V aat.tfcc VIII Corps insladed the Smt CAPAB1LXTISS- 

section is their periodica, but entries were regularly Jfc oh fra** . 

'' Hi* contrast,. the fit fSSeps* 8~2 Periodica did not iaoorp orate eves the 
x title of that section, except on V Dsoewber wbes it qaoted fro* * 

' S8AEE C&2 Weekly ISW, 



• . ;; W- -i thk S*ti**tes of the E**ey SihatUh mm 

issued ly all three dorp*. The VJXTTF Corps leaned 48, on 1 Oeofeer, 
during the period is which th* Corps * caused ita itrdannsc position, and 
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followed with Estimates on 3, S p 19 October, ansi 9 Eeecsfcer. Th © m 
ef the 3d anil Oth October daaltfe with ootmterlntelligene* in Belgivaa 
and kwenbcurg* in Estieata was issued by th* V Corps on 6 XSacwbar, 

and. that of the VII Corps was on the 9th« 

In re«p*ot to highly significant data, note ie taken 
that only the VIII Corps re©*l«»d Jnforsatior. that ostensibly indies. ted 
an impending sajor offensive by the onessy„ Thsce were four date 
. received fron its divisions during the last few deyr prior to 16- Pccwbcr. 
As obeervr.d <rn thy Divic'on level, the Corps divisions acquired emm 
d~ ta * bet only four were fcmwfiitted to the VIII Corps. The VIII s # 
doc’.fl-entr eonfirr. that proportion, Theii ve e the tro data concerning 
t he irorracing «j*e?y traffic, the one pertaining. to the b-jild-np 
infoEsation. provided by a civilian win&fe infcrsvrr, and tHo del* .of 
an impending attack cade by a, PE, 411 four data received by the ; : 

Till Corps vfOr^ prowptly reported in "it'r"5B»2 'PericdSo-’fer theday, - 'but 
there rep ro eviitrw?© that it rap forwarded by. sassage to the A rwy 
as suipl«s?mtary, expeditious aethed. One data, however, was reported 
ia the Corps IS8£. 

Fror. Ot fear Oerrands, — Each of the three Corps received 
C-2 issuances free higher ar.d adjacent ecawsands. 0*2 Periodic® *»c the 
usual dcotaeent, particularly in the case of the yin Corps. First 
Awry Intelligence Su>o*ries were algo frequently resolved, fhs 
VH Corps tended to poser** copies of recent SEAF? and Tsslfth Aray 
Group 0-2 ? ft ek3y I ntelligartca SuPRerioe, 

MJ&?J £252!m2&2B &2XUX* 



Vhea the Counters* f*'eneive m& .1 isnched at approximately 
0530 on 16 Peoenber,, the V eix’ VII Corpt *«ere or.ggged in offensive* 
again*t the ftOFE data® and COUDGSE respectively, whersse the VI I J Corps 
oeonfied a qciet, inactive, defensive front. As ft corps the VUIth 
2 *ooeivod tbs brunt of the assault on the 16 th when elarants of tan 
divisions struck it, fever theles*, the 99th division, ths southern 
flan!? of ths V Corps, and adjacent to the TIHCeii s on th© Yin T e north, 
was the divisional victisi of ©If scots of twelve, divisions, Thus, of 
the actually assaulted division* of the terse corps, the four of tbs 
Tllltfa wereon the defease, but th* 994& fef th® ? Corps var tkxk eonducting 
it® ova offensive* fur . . .- 

■ ’is belief vast held by th® VXTJ- Oca*|s teat * esjor easey 
conateroffansiv* would be aide, sad the coensed was surprised by the 
aunrault, lie rsftlif*tion of the attack’s scope ass net reached until 
approarinately eurly ocrainf of the 17th. It* G-2 Periodic of 162400 
Saccaberinf erred that the attack wee only a eoucterattwck to restore 
lost positions. This vl> » wi tikes despite the feat that the Corps 
possessed by 2320 hour* two copies of the Coescndayin-Chief Host’s 
Order of the fey, 26 Peceebof, proolaiaing tha ©ountoreffeusive to 
■ the %**»« forces. On* copy free the f Corps was received at 2120. 

According to the t Coop* 0-2 Periodic for 2600014-1624006 
Pecssbert "The ettaey srperently pleased an ell oet attaek against 
. the Till and 7 Corps with the min spearhead directed appcxia&tely 
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at the boundary between tie two corps.* The soars* of this data or 
iho rmeom Sot tbs opinion were oot ctsited. Entirely possible * however, 
tbs ¥ Corps 8-2 derived this cpisioasr frees various sourosc, the 
' Bair one beln^ the espiur^d text of tbs Ton ftardatedt OrdU*r of tbs icy 
announcing tbs Coontsref f eaei t\*„ This document wap captured by th* 99 tin, 
Division, and fchcaed to ths ¥ Corp«JW at 135CA, who doubtless 
showed it to tbs 0-2. Ths Corps C^ir thereby had my ml hours to «os» 
alder its seining* During tho d*y, however, ths Y Corps issuances 
. ^ provided no indientioa of its comprehension of . tbs •eswigr*# objective? 
and intentions. Intelligence Srp^atriss of 0600, 2J8f)Oj 1900, and 
2403 described epertion* only, without ooRxcntoryaf? to their oyarsll 
aignificanas* their ova offensive action was continued thremghont the 
day by tlx« 2d and 78th Divalons, which were not attacked, except for 
eepe shilling* On the other head, the 99tb, being actually assaulted., 

. tsalnttins l positions' against heavy prsssai?*, cofttined two enasy pea- 
otmtions, rsdeived Intense artiXLery sai^sort^r fire, conducted local 
ooont^rattaolfi to restore original positions, end naintained contact 
with the 2d Division on Its left{ north). 

la couplets contrast to the TUI fh^re and psrtitlly to that 
of the Yth, the VII Corps nt.s not attacked by the sneny on the 16th, 
except for rose shelling on two towns and *n asrault on on® of ths 
towns by a sfxiy can force which was repulsed. Ths Tilth continued 
its OTTi offensive until relieved by the 21 X Corps «t sidnight 21 
Deeeofcer, whereupon the tilth* itbdren into Belgian for participation 
in the Countarof f eneive. 
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Following lie B 3SST ocspeigu, tha TUI Corpa(Histh Ars^y; raliarcd 
tha T Corps(Firat Arcy) oa 4 Octob r 1944 of it# defensive position 
along the CUR Hirer, paralleling the SIEGFRIED Una la the 1812*8 OBBQ- 
BSlfitM Area, a 50 ells »eetor p and positioned the 24 Division on the 
Horth and the 8th in the South* Tha tone was extended to approximately 
88 nils®, to tha south** it aorrusr of £&SB£3t v G££ # on 11 October, 
ftien tha 83d Division wee transferred from tha Third Arty to the Till 
Corps. *ha 22 October the Corps passed to tha First Aawqr fron tha SSntho 
As of 15 Beoessber tha 106th and 28th Infantry Sir! sloes, the 9th 
Araorvd, and 4th Infantry vara pod tinned Borth to South. 

Issadia teiy upon essusptioa of ite todensaa front tha Corps astlsAtad 
that the assay was required to hold the SIEGFRIED Use at »11 costa, at 
least for political reason#, to hold the Allied forces cm the testers* 

Front, and that the Liao’s continued aarieoc defense «a» expected* This 
was the jsaliani them &f the 5-2 Eetiawtse of 1, 19 October and 9 Deoasb&r* 
According to the latter, tha enemy* s primary ability and intarstion was 
hie ounrent active dafasss. Hie practice of saying ssx divisions into 
tha son® for front lisa eayorianoa then oonsittsent elsewhere indicated 
hie deslra th&t the sobs raisin quiet and inactive. Goanterattotka to 
restore positions and ralnforoossnts from, ra carves aars not expected 
by the 9 Decasibsr Sat'mat# xnlocn tha enaray fait tfco Till Corps ass 
mounting *n offensive, Gertsen forces *ar* appraised as belrg very lev 
in quality, to be hastily organised Kfcmpfgruppaa, coejoesd of ttieoeXlananus 
roplaoasaat, aaaurity, «nd carries troop*,, this lo* quality did not 
suggest offensive intentions to the Till Corpse Nor did tha fact that 
tha anossy 1 e operations ware defensive and in»otira. 

▼■'ll Crops activity w.e Xiicasdse defensive, with sent® active patroHinsr 
arid harassing artillery* Its defans* was difficult beoauaa its frost 
vac stratohad eos# 88 miles, leaving spots ©pas for patrol penetration. 

Of the fear divisions on tha line as of 16 December, the 4th end 28th, 
while battlevise, wars undergoing rest end reh billtatloa, and tha 106th 
Infantry and 9th Ar&orcd ware imexperieaeed, this Wing their initial 
©oamittBsnt. 

Information eoaeemlag the enany waa both alight in quantity and 
of inconclusive authority* Bad asathsr opspletely prevented air recoaBsiss no* 
on 10 of tha days during tha 1-15 December period. Only short flights 
wars flown os the other dayc r which observed only minor '-.etirity such 
*e aoys?««nis of two txtssins tr in* and a ft*, vehicles. At least no 
pattern could be deduced from the data* As noted on the divisional 
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level, (X) daring 1 1* 22-15 Beeeobt r psrlod, the 23th *»d 106th !Hvi«icms 
observed inoreasi*^ ewaoy «thi«mlwr traffic* (2) * teacsebour* civilian 
vo«an voluntarily surrsadad to the 23 th Division on 14 Paoasbvr, and who 
described Geraaa bnildap la the 7Xi5J3f^B2TBTOCJ sm) and, (3) two W» 
fro* each ths 4th and 106th Division* captured on 15 Deceabtr stated from. 
hearsay or rtsssr that a Major Dims offensive would ha launch ?4 
between 17-25 Shi Mwatfrer. fhaae seven data wore reasonably too alight 
for a prediction of « aajor numy mmUaMam^ Th ay wars likewise weak 
la soope. Ko pattern of motion could be derived fro# the eavsral, separated 
instance of ecoallaratad enaay cr. ff la observed by tha 29th and lC6th 
Divisions* lV»n tha 28th Division assarted that tha wcoan 'nfossaav It 
had acquired had described nothing of Military sigalflcance of what aha 
had seen on her main routs* The statecents about an iMpecdiBg attack 
mad* by tha two 106th PS* a wars founded upon hearsay, and spoa ruaor 
tis? tro of the 4th Division^ Ko subotafttive written iafomation, » c g., 
official orders, and plans, ware provided,, Both 106th* s P**s warn 
wounded, reducing, doubtless, thsir coherence. 

Of these sever, data, only four hed feaan forwarded to the Corps, the 
two about the increasing traffic, that about the weaaa inform?, and 
that free one of the fWs, Cf tha four iapaading attack claiae by Ff*s, 
the Cor s was notified of only cat, and his testiaaory was given while 
h» was under the influence of Morphine. Ivan if his dais wars substantial, 
there was negligible ttes for tha taking of divisional and Corps pro test 5. vs? 
measures, because tha Division did not learn of it tntil 2930 on the 
I5fch, and the Corps 36 sinutee later* 

Ths Gprps pre-Counieroffensivs identification of the ©neajr was vwsy 
inaocttrEtSo Sis Her to the totals of tha individual divisions, tha 
Till Corps Identified only four assay divisions prior to 26 Deoeaber, yet 
ten divisions assaulted tha Corps front on that day* Its Initial con- 
ception of tbs essay strength and reserves sea expressed In its G~2 
Estiffif-t® of 1 October wfeas tha Ardcsnaa position wag assisted* An available 
strength of 30,000 wag than estimated, plus a reserve infantry divisor* 
of 5,000 and a pdiser grsnadiar brigade of 1,500. In contract , the 19 
October G-2 stimta eat tha strength at 35,000 sen, bet tha 9 Decasber 
Estimate gava the figure as 24 P CXK5, with the reserves as poo panssr, 
two infantry, Siva parachute divisions, and tha Sicth Pawsar Away of 
five divisions. Ac ©f 25 Beeawber, the identified eoewy divisions war# 
the ISth, 26th, 212th, 352 TO %visioa*. 

Ho belief was held by list Till Carpa that a Major, largo-weale 
ensssy counteroffensive would ba nedt, and the aoemsd was surprised by 
ths assault. Except fro the questionable four intelligence date a w t iea s d 
above, the Aggr Corps pasewsead no a ttack aywytoaau Tha Corps rsaliaatio* 
of the soopo of tka at task was not ra^sbod «ml appradastely early 
fora log of tha 17th* Xta 0-2 JNriodio far 262400 December iatlnsted that 
the attack was cat 2y a counterattack to raters lost poaiticna. this view 



REF ID : A557761 

#3* TttZ C SwwKtgro 



«as taken despite the Gorpe aeqoialtlof* tgr 2310 of two moplta of tUa 

^«tVt Order of fcha Day* 16 Ceoeatber, pneelainiBg 
ti» Counteroffensive to the Gomaa fores*. Apparently* this revs&llng 
docawnt, obtained fro* the T Gejnr* and tfcs 10 Gi$| Dirlsloa, via 
disregards! la the G~ 2 *s tm lysis of the situ* tic*. 
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2» Aasoaptioa of Ardenne* Posit ion, 4 October 1944, 



following its SESs? oeapa ign under the Xinth 8.8* Army, the 
fill Corps moved that oornand f s forward so m to tha enemy's SI1&F&IID 
Li at defences in tha LBSHfBOTRG-BII^lir axaflo-Cl ,AfS| The TXII Carp* 
relieved the f Corps (First Aroy) composed of tha 4th sad 26th Infantry 
-•ad 5th imorad Divisions, which voted northward, adjacent to Its 
forsrar position, to partieip hate ia a First A^my drive on tha SIFGFRIJD 
^ina. A move sms made by tha fill Corps daring tha last week of September 
and early October to the rio nity of BLSTOGfcX, Belgium, and responsi- 
bility for its new sector naa assumed on 041200 October. 

*7he mission of the Corps was to relieve the V Corps and taka up a 
defensive position elong the line held by tha latitr unit.* This Hlnth 
Army sc-?**, mceupif-d by the fill Ccrp# only, **b between tha First Axmjr 
ojs its n.' rih and tha Third Aray , and was a 50 all* line along the OUR 
River, paralleling the enemy* « SXSdRIlB Lin*, 1 arc® aj proadmaialy I/5£B&li’ $ 
Belgium (10397) southward almost to FCHT2RRACH, Luxembourg on the German 
frontier. The 2d Infantry Division was positioned on the north, in the 
vieinity of ST. 7ITH, Belgium, and the 6th Division south near XXX SILT!-, 
Luxembourg r. 



H 0 Svaluntion of tha ^nemy Capabilities^ 

When the TUI Corps assumed its Ardenr.ea sons in early °ctob*r, it ,< 
immediately appraised the eneiy’ » situation in *'M Irtlmate on 1 October 
TSMle auboeqasnt dfiily G-2 Periodica contributed intelligence data, the 
G-*2 Estimate was the radium for the Corpe expression of its judgment about 
the Gor- an poss.lbili ties. Two later Xatimates were issued, on 19 
October ard 9 Secexfc r 

a oontinued sari one defense of the SXFGFRIJED Line aa s the primary 
expectation of the X October Estimate, with three capabilities as 
possible* to ommtarattask locally to restore positions, to continue an 
retire defans© of curre t position*, and to reinforce for local counter® 
attacks yr concentration for a larger scale counteract -“ck anywhere on 
the Corps front. The Xstiaate of three w <*ka later repeated there 
f*pahilities 9 Swt, the 9 Decembei Eftlm^te narrowed potentialities, in 
that tha enemy's aorrsnt active defense was considered ae bis primary 
ability and iatnetion, unless the VIII Con a want onto an offensive,* The 
(42 explained: "The enemy 1 a practice of bringing new divisions to receive 
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front 11a® experience and then relieving the* out for oocnittaumt 
d&seshsre lsBieftted hie dtj Dire to have thie sector of the front remain 
quiet and inactive®* (kmntcrattaeks to re.*' tor* positions, and reinforce *■= 
isant from reserves ver* not expected unless the mfmjr felt the VIII 
Corps «** Rountlng an offensive. Thao, «• of about * week preceding the 
Cotmteroff entire, the VIII COrpe restricted the •nenjr 1 s capabllty to 
his current active defense:, without counterattack probe bill tie*, 

Preliaiasry to lie 0-2 Estieatss, the Corps sad* two studies *f 
titled, the simvim am* 



■ gmmm teM m&m* 

■ ■, ••• >; x JA-'-AAr'- 'A • - 

; v Both ^ ihr .Ciorps and the Artillery ieeued studies, dated 38 
S«ptt»b«b soil X.-Pe^bwr respect ire^Clli”, Aj'V s A)[ Both, doeucaants, 
of; four and three pogee, Inckad consideration of the . enasy* 8 s offensive 
poWtialitieeo Esther, both studies were descriptive, dealing with the 
physical details of the line, such * a the nature Of the fortifications, 
the deadly and strength of concrete positiohe, and tfca defences facing 
the VIII Corps® A ' 




JsiiU teM s: 

.... ■ i 

Evaluation of the ensay ? s potentialities was stated on the jt 

Gor* s level in th* Corps G °-3 Estiaai* #8, 1 October, and a Corps 
Artillery Intelligence Report was issued bn the s?ae day® s 

G«2 FSTJl* IK #8, 1 OCTOBER. — ContinuM sserio-.-s 
defense of the SIEGFRIED Lin* was the salient point of this dooueent. (IZ,A) j, .• 
Tits lead a tn tense stated: a The Siegfried Line ea the front end flanks of 
the area to be ©coupled by the VIII Corps is being strongly defended by 
the enesyA The lino was characterised as *not a coaplate systea of 
static fortification, but rether a light system of interlocking defences 
rhioh lucres a the defensive power of stabile troop*, fhe doctrine for 
its defense states that la case of a breach of the forward lines mobile 
troo} 0 located in, suitable roar area* will la*ediah*2y counterattack to 
restore the position® Within the lisdts imposed by the Irek of Mobil* 
reserves of; good- : $aality,A the. ,*n<wy ,'hae consistently followed this doctrine.,. .. , 
in Mor current ^ operations against the V Corps® Hip counterattacks have 
been prompt and vigorous, ..«* Aooordingto this E«tl» te of 1 October,' 
dectaseuts captured by the predecessor coarand, the V Corps, indicated 
“Thsfc the tneny had been ordered to hold the Siegfried line at all costs® " 
Pay-by-day otden a r last the V Corps and the numerous P» etatementc as in 
missions of their units iadieeted "conclusively that, for political reason© 

If for no other, the eeeay will obntirme to hold the Siegfried Line as 
long as there is & chance of bolding the Allied forces on the Western Front® * 
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As to the strength of 

the e»*. y, this I October Eetlmte belief *& that a naxiaua of 30,000 
troops ware available for I*»*Aiate coxaittgcht *g&l nab the ¥1X1 Corps?* 
including the *obils reserve which could be transported easily. Approx- 
irately 22,000 s^ra currently operating in the acne, jorincipally 
muter the following unite* , 

, \ 2 SS Pan? or Div, *B4S RETCH* »-** 3,900 aen 

.19 Info Dtr, . • ‘ ' w'7'4iiOOO 

" >. -V :'-...;36 * ' * ' .•••• ’• 9*500 • 

5 ?RTRs DiTo 500 

Attached and Kiss, baits, 6,100 

Artillery strength wse estimated at 14 bettelions of artAlXery, oosapami 
..-of ?5a»« jfooji* * udlSQn how*, Bffror&i ^tteriee of Smoke >''•> • 

*• Proctor a^&eelif»r£!^k)g and several railroad’ guns' 'of 2 XG*psi caliber 
• located on the rail liine north of TRIER* Tanks had been seriously da§plet«. 
in the past ssonth and currently did rot constitute a serious threats 
Art estimate of 40 tanks eas cade, but the ©may "has shown very little 
. inclination to use thm. offensively, * Reserve* consisted of the 48th 
lefantary W-vision, 5^000 xtm f which v e thought of aa probably a maid 1 m 
reservo, b whose location was unknown,, and the 106 th *assey Grewr- 
d?.er Brigade of l r 500 man sM 10 tanks located north of TRIKS, 

The quill ty of both the cossittod 

and reserve force* was considered to be Xswrw Co- fitted forces were 
mostly* hastily organised K«fflspfgrupp®n ? conpoaed of &kst aisoellaneous 
rrs 'nl3cr%3nt j> security.- and service troop*, operating uadsr the head® 
quartern cf divisions which had been depleted in previous operations, 
Artilierytaan, airmen* oonvalesoanbaj, recent inductees whether y#»y 
young or very* old, and the aged fsxa local hoBt&~gwf&& were these troops, 
quality forces Banned the fixed fortifications, which the better 
quality made the ootatsrat tacks. Other than the reserves mentioned 
above no other known <®*iy forces were regarded for eeplovaent a* strate- 
gic reserves. The eaesgr ms considered espabl* of collect ng a adducing 
more of the low quality forces in prepared fortifications. In fact, 
according to an unspecified higher headquarter** eight divisions of 
the 500 aeries* 5ttffc5&2 f were being for&od, as well ae four fro® 
convalescent 'siil--. fm-lougfa personnel, The Corps ‘thought 04»0 of , those .y-: -; t 
divisions night appear on its front, if tl were evenly dictribiitad 
along rhe SIEGFRIED Line, In Gerseral, "th# reserves available to the 
ensny in the West and eves fros otter theaters are extremely meager, Ths 
forces now opposing the Allied Armies for oontitmnd dofenae of a line 4J90 
wiles in long th. The only chance that the eneoy "aa of successfully 
defending the Fatherland is to use all th* reserrea that can b» asaeabled 
in the West and to commit then as rapidly a# they bvcooe available. 

The frantic mobilisation of all available a*n-jO**r within Gemnaqjr and 
. the hasty or>'»M*atioh of new divisions indicate that fvfri&er reinforce- 
asants of the type recently aofu&itted on th* FsBtem front are definite 
possibilities. It will tike a little tike, however, to get tikis forces 
organised into *otion»» ' 
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%&my capabilities were 

sisgxty abated *« follows, with nan the three 4e»igaated a* the mat err 
lest likely* 

* { l) The &mmy can make local counterattacks to restore hi* 

Si sgfried Line positions «t ary thee wit$i forces now on his front. 

T * eneay eaa continue an retire defease of his present 
positions with forces now cm his fronts 

*(35 fho aneay esn reini'tV'oe his front lin# stre^th with one 
Inf Dir (5,000 *«r,) and one Parmer GR Brigade (l,500 »en and 10 tcrifca) 
at iny tin? and utilise such reinforoewenta in waking local ©omtwr- 
attacks or concentrate hie strength for a counterattack on a larger 
seals anywhere on the Corps front Q * 

CORPS ARTILIFRT ^ RTlLU i .FK’CS I^TOBT #100, 1 03€T.(Y,A) — Exxmy 
artillery capabilities were initially considered under that beading 
as the following* 

*a. Continue to harra&s front line elarenteo 
*b. Intensify harassing and interdiction fires to inter- 
fere with relief of Y Corps unit*, 

*o c Fire 1» eu, port of infantry eountarattack to infer- 
fere with friief of Y Corps. 

*d* fire at extrema ranges,," 

Under the diaeaselon of these capabilities, *a above is being exercised 
and trf 1 xtostly likely continue since the fires of German ertilleiy in 
he def anew are habitually direct on front line troop* The J& and 3 or 
a conhlaaticm were cons! dared likely, and regarding jJ, "It 1» not ltk*ly 
lhat deep la fire# will be repaired in any wolixse since the ewecy in 
this area has not employed long-range interdiction or harassing fire*. 
3woh fires are a definite capability, however, during the relief of 
V Corps and for short tins thereafter." 

Site fis&s&s: toaisslic. 

inajsruoh as the Corps 0-2 Ft, tins to #8, 1 October, was the 
YIII C**p« basic intelligence statement about the em*ey a» of the Corps 
aeeyssp tiers of its Ardennes wester, subsequent October, leveaber, 1-15 
December G-2 appraisal* either continued the conclusion* mprtststd in 
that E w Ue»te or revised the*. The/ were basically continued,. Bally 
G-2 Pf r iodic b and irregularly i'-aurd Eatisaates wer- the media i‘or 
+Hefe future statements of Corps G-2 opinions* 

Following the I anane# of this E s ti**t* on 1 October, the 
fir* 1 dally 0-2 Periodic, #106 on 011200A-021200A October, referred 
to this Ksiia te for the information about the en«sy, AnolnrHng his 
capabillt *3, (111,8; Daily periodic* for 3-18 October noted no change 
*P to ens-ar cspebilitieB, eri did trt not add new data, rather, boss® 
periodica sited port! uc of the 1 October K^iiaste, During this 1-18 
October period, two G-2 F tiwatr-c were issued, but they did not pertala 
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to tlxt enay offensive potent lalities.C II, HcG) Kstioate #5, COOHTSt" 
e-JT&TJirg m BELG.U3* f «us issued on 3 Cotob «r, fijpd #X0£ coiramirFsasiro 
IX taQS GKA.1D mMT OF XflX^BGSSG, On the 8th* 

fetieat# #11 **« Issued on 19 October, bet the Corps opinio* 
of the arwry capabilities im* unchanged in thin X w tie»ie,{XX,1)} In 
fact. thn phraseology at the 1 October iscm^oi was repeated* Thin 19 
October t tieats, feowt-ver, oonaidered detailed souterattack poo eibi 1 ! ties, 
la oontr'-lt to the 30,000 figure of the 1 October EMiaate, this of the 
19th approximted 35,000 emsy troo.e along the 08JW*05EL£E Rivera 
front as ^available for a~ 'outer* tracks and for defense of his Siegfried 
M ne<,* leverthale*-*, *inf creation of the essay’ p activities presently 
available to G-2 does not indicate that any large scale wunterattaek 
in cont*»pl«ted or even probable on Me pert, however local counter- 
attack* ere a distinct cape til’ by end «u*t be expected. . ,o* the Corps 
O n caqf.reseed the ri v that the eurrsat ^grouping of eneny force# and 
Me activity on the front (indicated) that there {were) four areas 
long the CEJPSgOSFJXX River front where ha would aost likely mke 
avwi tars 'tack*. Certainly ha would covntara tack alaost iswtediately if 
an attsrpt ror* sad* to dislodge bin fron hia positions ia theca area*, 
yet thw possibility of local counter* ttaoks a r at least a reconnaissance 
In force part not be ctserlooked.* The tmxr area# wore* SAI®SCHEIJ>»®CH*SX 
£TFE1 ARVA? VTADK? AP.fA; TCTHTirliACH Ami GREm^OTCF. AREA. Tkie 19 
tVtobsr Fstia te rerouted the op’nlan of the 1 October i ecus ns* that 
’he qtts 1 ity of troops acre low and had not been Improved. 

Ho farther 0-2 Xgtisiate eorecmisg Orrr.an potentialities were 
issued .jbem dor leg 20-31 October, and the IFEKr CAPASllTflES section 
of th« da*ly 0-2 Periodic* wore noted as jjg chsp gf t ,(lX a B) In fact, 
in a Orps espinion ef the enasy capabilities wr 3 stated is Its k October 
6^2 Estiaate, and it was not basically altered throughout the months 

i . tez&tzte. Jtemfex- 

He change rrs aade during th* first sewn days of Robeeber 
. concern ins* the capabilities as expressed in the daily 0-2 P eriodics. (II, C.) 

the Periodic of 6 Kovevlx-r pointed out that the antsy order of battle 
’ had shifted, and tie units in contact were the 18tb TG Pi vision, tba 
36th, 93#t, 353d and 41&th Infantry Divisions, and ela«ents of the 2d 
fanaer Division. This v»e an almost complete mibstitnfcioa of f cross 
o vcif those f acting tha Corps oa 1 October* 

TSi eraey’s point of view **s reviewed in the 8 Movaaber G*~2 
Periodic, which observed in its aeotion on Knarry Capabilities that 
the eneay had reacted to the T Corps SGHPIP? offensive *with vicious 
counterattacks and the fighting arouad SCiadDT has now becoce very fierce 
‘•ad aWbhorc :*( I bid , ) Poeslhly resulting free the T Corps drive, there 
vsx fa«rf«arod m&sy activity in the 2d Division’ s sec Ur. In general, to 
■nmrf rep c^osidered to be inflow anting equability #3 of tha 1 and 
,19 OckvVer 5-J, K e tips tee that he was r* Inf or clog hia fr-urt 0no«^ 

tairtty existed, however, whether the reinf ore tseiants wore "as* waits or 
surra ly troops and eaterial to ue incerporatei into the existing 
divisions! orga iwatieeuco* 
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So further revised opinions were stated during th* iKs*i?<l*r 
of JJevesber, 9>30ih. and th* Pmriodiee* X»¥T CAPiBIUTT 

section w»# marked a* fihfp*e » 



as of 1 lumber, according to the G-2 Periodic of that day, 
the enemy units ia ooatact were the IBth, 26th, 352d, 212th TQ Diri*iois*o 
(IV,4) But, In funeral, no changes In an eery capabilities were expressed 
through S Deoessber* 

A Gk-2 Xjgtieftte #12 was i ttmad on 9 December, whioh analysed 
the fJersas operations and potentialities. (I2,E) gls activity during 
, th» previotm six week s 'nad not bean offensive., R tiber, resistance had 
; been rbabborn, with V'-ry few patrols pemtratlng^hiji defenses, and hi* 
a n activity tad been llwlted to patrolling #n' sporadic artillery 
and mortar fir*. A complete tura-cvar of hi* diviiions had occurred, 

' vith th* older division* being “pulled out for ooaLiitUent In an active 
„• area to plug a gap, and a new Volk^grenad iar division replacing It to 
gain front “line experience „ In respect to oepabillti s, th* VIII Corps 
&=>2 believed that the •neay* s active defense then in current effect 
frould ©ontirrao until the VIII Corps rent on the offensive,. Th* G-2 
observed* "The eoesty' s present practice of bringing new divisions 
to receive front line experience and then relieving them out for 
committment alsewbfcre indicated his desire to have this sector of the 
front remain quiet and iw otivo. * Capability #2 to counisraiteck to 
restore postiona and #3 to reinforce fro® r* serves "will doubtless never 
lets lap Iss-vnted unloso the eneay feels that VIII Corps if* preparing to 
count an offensive* * 

JSressy forces facing th* Till Corps were estimated by this 9 
Sacarber analysis as amounting to 24,000 troops, cons sling of th# 

26th and 212th YC Divisions of 6,000 men each, the 352d Infantry Division 
of 6,500, ptA th* 13th VC Division of 5, SCO* They were described as 
-airing been refitted aid reformed from eo»"4»i seasoned cadre, young 
Recrui ts, older men up to 45 years, naval and 04? personnel. "These 
divisions have received an average of t»o month# intensive training as a 
unit, and represent a last ditch effort to form divisional units for 
tha defense of the 'fatherland,** ‘ , 

i 

Seserves were listed as follow#* 

t 2 Is Div* 4,000 sea, 50 tanks MTCfiX»»GL45MCH area 

116 * * 5,00 * 40 * SCBLm area {I of Jthins) 

243 laf . Mvo IfXSTPHAU A ( could arrive oa our front 

326 * * within 72 hows) r 



£ ^ e 
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Respecting araor and artillery, the Till Corps had stated 
that no *nmy divOion bad organic amsor nor wasp* there any GHQ tank 
battalions* bat there vara elevan artillery battalions. 

Terrain was regarded by the Corps as favoring the defans*, 
tbs OTTft and SAGES. Biv m constituted cost formidable initial 
obstacles, tha ooamtm ion tiaras act behind the enemy facilitated hi* 
shifting of force b to meet an edv no©, the road. net was adequate trat 
naiatenance would be heavy. An *dTanoing fore* wo”M b • confined 
to road*, due to soil, olieata and easo«« There was little opportunity 
for use of araor. 

Eneay capabilities daring th« remainder of the period, 10-15 
December, and beyond those estiw*ted by the G®2 XetJnat# of 9 December, 
war* us changed in the Corps evaluation. At least the dial 2y period!©* 
did not reflect any changing opinion. {XT *4) Ttfcair Snsay Capability 
eoctlon not#! cha nge, and tbs divisional unite Identified continue! 
to be the 18th, 2fcth,352d, and 212th TO "lvisiona. Of interest was 
the Inclusion in the 0*2 f«riodie f <$r 15 DeeMlmrof a discussion of 
' reserves capable of intervention. A Third TJ,S.‘ Arey 0-2 Twriodle far 
the 14th was quoted, to tha affect that Canaan reeervos of amor and 
infantry in the Northern lector* of the Western front •continue to 
be the biggest question rark in eneay dirpostions. Indications continue 
that the enety ie planning an operation that would employ the four 
divisions of Sixth S3 Fanser Ajjey. . ..* 

Eaaay capabilities were not discussed by the Corps offieer* 
during poet-canpaign interviews held with then by combat hlstoriane.{TXI) 
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III. Security Problem* and Measure* . 

then the Till Corps relieved tha T Carps ok 4 October, it assumed 
a 50 »ila line paralleling the OUR River, from approximately LOfhiSIi, 
Belgix»s{L0397) eoathemrf almost to JCSfijbfAffl laoceoboerg on the Senes 
frontier. (I ,*!*} This sector b amm • J&fcfcH Army oesmahd between the 
first A gSy on the north sad the Third A*»y« Within the Tr UI ©carps, 
the hi and 8th Infantry Divisions were positioned north to south. "The 
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mission of the Corps was to rolls we th* V Cort l and take op & del'MisiT* 
pouit.Lyri olouy the Hue held by the unit.® 



Accord? eg to t.Ho Corps After/ Action Report .for' October, *th oitendeo 
front «, *« ’ strrtahad out the divisions ard made the jsecblsa of preserving 
depth and ojntimiity in the defer s& tm ex'rstidly di'fioAii oki, 0»ly 
tk* srcre cosiKHridiag ground could be organised with' any forea ? leading 
easy vacant spots between the organised positions* these w&i 0 ' fairly 
sxtenalve and while they were protected Against any amjor enerey tfeust 
by the divisions* settle reserves, the front sue decidedly opm and 
p^rstratibne by en&ny patrol* wo a frequent oebtimnsee# throughout th® 
iiontho aoc^Cl^B) this docd»«nt also pointed out that *sinse the no at 
active area In the sector van In the north and a* this area n ? psarsd 
to be suoat likely . esotioa of ths Corps front for future offwRsiv» operation 
t it> bulk af ihe..0orK?i‘ ; hxiill&sy was. bswslttad to the north* ? j‘»* 



*iC •r>' 



i?aa«rical]iy> ths Corps forces of two diwlsions We^ at^ented during 
October by the. addition of tvo diw rdons and a cavalry group p bat 
the Corps front- was also extended from approscia&tsly 50 to 88 ssilon^ 
with oely'oae of the two aoquire-S divisions ssatsaing a front lias position# 
the other te&^oalng reserve* fl ,8) Ca the 11 the 83d Division,, on ths 
Corps cou.;h flank, vac transferred froa ths Third Airgr to the YIIJ Corps# 
i.to sector bringing tb* reminder of MOTKBOChfi into ths Cor- a aeeten 
fh» 83 d occupied s defensive portion behind the SAUER and upper M0SBSLE 
Ptv*i& ( «td its ir*clui.Ivii in ths Fill Corps *:>u# lowered the Coup a. 
southern boiindtuy cvproxin* bely to . the jaoufchaast corner of the CU&iS 
Of £UWjCII&.G| at a point uhers the 8ESELLE River ©roes* d the Franco*-’ 

' oraen bordcj*4<K i O { >53 < On the 19ih p the 9t-h Arwored Division completed 
II*. ©oneon tret-ion Jr, ths HffUBRUCK^MJK^I er**, end Chr.ulvy brovr 

Aitb tvo r- audxvxjf! e.icsed is, th* Corps aitm** The 9th A sored ^ hoxAvor,, 
f *;is aewlly arrived on the eonti:.ent, snd olesonts of it £©ri attach**! so 
the front Xin*> £3&DGBi!tx#3d Dlvi aionsy c» gain battls Sf a, cuing- uader 
defensive coudvloiis* 



Also on tbs 20th# ths 83d Mvijior* staged a river crossing Asnanela-nfcicr 
ic* t&v.pt »wsr»y 6*po*or© of bio dof«: ^ive postitlonaj, but only « light 
r faction occurred# <ronsif ting of pass a* tlllery md aortnr couoent-ratiomM 

Organ.lt .tionally^ tho fill Corps. passed to’ the Fi asp Anty on 22 Ootcfojr fc 
' due to the TwolfthAywy Grbtip 1 ® shifting of th&’Ni»th between/ 

! h* F.iret end Third to tr.er jvorth of the First* (ibid*) 

Action dofear-iv* by thv Corps durln;' Oetobsr-j. with soae uotiro 
pat, rolling and harar.at.ng a-U Tery^Clbld*} .The Xattsr *aa li»it»ti by 
cis!Kiftitio»r-sll©wfij.c?3 of only one to tw£M**»ths of 4 unit of fira ! *ep .- 
Air aiafl on?- Were very fs?w . i«>ca«a9 Of overast akior and lo^ visibilisr* 

ffoveeber oontimiwd dafansiva ia ofserttil -n*, and opened with ths Corps 
divisions disposed tforth to South » ths 2d, tha 8tb# and , the S My with the 
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9th .'rwicart*d Lu Ooic-s reserve . and snpj ortlng the 83d Division with armored 
artillary and receiving so»e g •ub&i expe r l*ac * 0 (I , C ) The Corps ownter 
Kfap ©coupled W the 3th Dlvi Bioa v ah?. eh was spread over »n extans ;v* 
v.’.ath, - r>d ^hie portion, of the front est* further weaken*.*! oa 19 fcirM,. 
fey -.ije exchange of the 8th n.r.'x the ^onrout 2Sth Vi visions, Th* lato«r am* a 
frwS its fighting for the fitly dw,* f and needed rehabilitation and reinforce 
ssoatj wMcb we.s iertedirt* ly *usd er taken, Is in ^ctober, little eanrlal 
re soansi enaro« s-»» pera&tto » due to low overcast^ frequent rein and fog. 

As of 1 Pesenb^r, the Till Corps continued aal taining its extensive 
lor* of defense oi the First Jyat’s southern #one«(l,I>) This *oa» m 
between tie First An ay 4 » northern srao which w? active cturJug the 
b^tolrr and Ifcvoiibcr S-TEOi 1 RIKD Lir-5 drive i to capture AACHEN the 
JftGEk ftjwer d^na and tiic Thin! Xrxy which captured METE during its 
O.A.Ucp Fort iher dries towards the 3IEGTR1E Idne, Earning Sorth to 
fouth weic the 2d, 23tfe a end 83d Division*, with, the 9th Araored !» reA**rv# 
and receiving battle lndootri»*tioa. 

Changes ia tha Corps soa|jositioa ©Gcuneed daring the first third 
ot Pec saber a which, while not reducing ,fe* the nsawrioel nasber of divisions, 
did loser the Corps qralityv tW^d s ) The 4th, plvisicSn{Y Corps) sebanged 
with the 33d Dlvisricn on ? Deooaberp uoving fro* it# Fnrtgen Feresi 
gtghtLag to the Till Corps for rest and rshabilitaticc. Then, four dsye 
1 ter, ih* mw t inexperienced 106th Division relieved the 2d Division, 
wbica* like the 8>d , went to the f Corps. A four - kilo*?*# te i front was 
given to the 9th .* ,aco mi Division on 10 Peeeiibor, which hud been 
obtaining front-line experience for a south and a half thrvngh attach" 
sent of elfsaent to line division#. Sowar? r, only the 60th racred Inffin- 
try Battalion and its supporting forces were given the cow divisional frost. 

T;i ua 9 as of 11 Deae*.ber the VXli Corps was composed of the 4th, 23th, 
136th Infantry Divisions and the 9th Araersd, an d they were tbs forces 
tm the Corps line fire dayr later when the C*r intsroffensivs struck* 

Tb* following tabulnilou indicates their bottle conditions 

4th Mv® : Tary battle wise# relieved after several weekt of H^BT01!E 

Forest fighting for rest end reb&MHthtien; ia Ardennes position 

About a wrek print to Cosmtercffe?. Ivp, ?~15 D«c«n! -er. 






28th Sir. s Battle wise; relieved from K535R Elver daae fighting for 
rest ard rehabilitation $ occupied A_4«mne# position 3^ weeks, 

15 Deceaber. 

i&tti Div, x Initial cowftii.tansnt and irerperianoedj occupied Ardsunsa 
t>oai Mon five day 3 prior to Cmmtei'offensive , 11-15 D®5c*.bferc 

9th Arw'd SIv : Haooived bottle indoctrination through eiiachoent of 
lo’ierjsntc to line divisions during 7 weeks prior to 10 Deci-eberp when 
aesignsi * divisionsl soctor, only an armored infantry battilion 
end aitaebaeat occupied itfro» 10 Deceober. 



» 



,o\. rin 
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In jm«!Ras 7 > although battle wise, two of the four divisions rwrn 
occupy ing .'.rdon^aa portions for rest end rehabilitation# during o&a 
and 3i' ® 8 £-J:s respective^ tho other two divisions red# lviag thair battli 
experience o& this delusive, quiet fr nt, on for only fiy# daya 3 the 
other thro’sgh seven seeks of <tv*Achnent $fel‘.-c*nt£ to- line divi. 15 io.ns. 

Ko.so of hha four divieans both ba tie e^or. 1 etieed and in fighting 
S'lndtiw 'Mtfto the C«mtsm> launched 16 Esoaftfcer offensive • \fcbr » 

P* ?->- - ' ‘ 

■ Corps operations durir^ the last «er«ra 1 clays preceding the 16th 
of .Peawber indicated the Xftok of meigenay proactive woasures which 
«ouS'.! H* prastwebjy i&kon <f i>h& Cor p-a expaoted the 2/urg«~ scale eneagr 
o/'f O’jflivo j ; Tho ^iX,I C*?rpjf &sgx 0=3 dftiiy pariodioe froa id Beeervbor- 
TitfcWt tu&vr p'feibiVp hr'ftporiec * tho operation thugs ’’Kaintsirad defense 
of 'scmeo'r •• .?'y. - ; .• , ivS’*' • : & -, r:- - ^ - •■ p 

A singular security treasure use taken hythe Till Corps, upon First 
A .rfijr ord< ro, .!ttv*ii%: the first half of December*. (THI) This wa* 
deception opcifiuion XCCLKi'Z; designed by the Twelfth Ajwy Group Ac tie 
down enensy dlrlaious on the Till Carps front and to attract anenjr foraaa 
fro?, tbs stubbornly held DCBKft srea 0 A laiild^rp of force h wan represented 
in th« area north of U-XF&BOCKft for a thy patenting attack north of tho 
Kf.rFiaS Rim* toward XOBl^u’S-, Tins naea of iha 7>th Infantry Idvi^ioa 
raa u»ed 5 slr.ee it hai not b»en cored t-tadg and the 12th' Ayay Group stade 
fT'-J.X^Wo the facial Treer^ to cSsol-ifco goeesnt ration of the 
division b" occupation of eonir.gnd posts and billots# display of slsonldf-r- 
p» tehee and Amok jrArkings# erd by troop KOvect*nta« - zbidlo ami telaphonio 
trs*fic “«3 ulfto e&p.toyedi fne I 5 !!! Corps Artillery established 
another fire direction center, and conducted registratiosv fire fros n R t* 
pohitionso fhs operation was faded out nrer the sicWXe of th? rvonth, 
c.'R&ase the $5A h Division was to br. comsittod in tho north., -ond insr,ruc = 

*A ons ??fers i suad to repeat the progress rith. another soek divisiorio 



A c&ansnisry on this seouri ty action ’ Ab providO'*’ Majo don 0 T^oy B c 
Middleton# tho CaeMinding General of the fill Corps# during a CojEb&t 
Intorwiow during January 3945 » (VII. ->C} •’Geaseral Middle ten mid h© .never 
hfd a. .roved of 4 rubl'-tr duck* cper&tiotis# end that knowing the strength 
of whet ma -on hisv47aedi 'te front^ Its was less '.than usually entlmssiasil.e 
’sbrnt this' pArfci'ct^V'ope^i'tib'n** " ' J ' ----- -■■-yx^y- , .. • . .■■ 

. ,' !?<= Csups I n terpmtsti«'n of Sjici^ Aciivitgpv 

Kh*n the VIII Corps wnred to the lrd*ur;«s in late Septyuber# 
it iehiisd » G»2 Esti^ts on 1 October, which Hated in its lead sentences 
*Th« Siegfried tine on ths front end flanks of the erse to be occupied 
by the Till Corps is boio r.iiwigly defended t(y the ene»y, n {H ? A) ”fhe 
dpotrii-e for -itr- defense states that i» cess of * breach of tho forward 
lines mobile tiocps locstd in bu' table r#sr areas will iJwsediately 
counterettfick to r«etor<» the posit ion CT *CSMd-,y Forthetncco, *2?ci«n*nts 
oaptti r<*d by T Corps indica te that the *»ssiy _ has been ordered to hold the 
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Siegfried Litte at all costs. The action of enemy forces against -Use 
V Cos* e from day- to-days nd numerous atattmeate of prisoners of ear *s 
to the mission of their units indies tap conclusively that# for politick 
Idas os if dor no other# the enwy wil 1 continue to hold the Siegfried 
him as long as they* is a chance of holding the Allied forces on the 
Western front-.® In view of the doctrine of defense, **ifc folio a that 
the enemy sill continue to 'counterattack and maintain «o active defense 
at '.ihf Ihrastoiiod point, bo long as he retains hie intention of defending 



t-Ms lin»c 



Hnafry activity was, therefore, a vsxy serious consideration to th« 
fill Corps when.it assumed responsibility for its Ardennes tone o» 4 Oct-ofe&r. 



•On 19 Octofesrc, .the till Corps issued another 6~JJ Estimate whoea 
first sentence explained j *For the past 30 days,, 'ctlvity tr on the front 
new o ccvpSoil by the VIJI Corps hsa been sxtrerely light arid there hagd 
bw)n very little change in lines occupied by the oppso ng forces* .»« 

Any advances made in Halted strength has net with an immediate counter- 
$h‘ ack» showing the dlspostiou cn the part of tbs German to stabilise the 
line or its present position, Ke has utilised this tire to his advantage, 
to strengthen certain parts of the Siegfried line, to throw up temporary 
fortification®, «©al off those areas through which oar forces Stave 
penetrated nrd to regroup and reorganise hie forces opposing os* While 
he lias gairad something by this, he still has not been able to raise tha 
quality of troops on our front which reswsin still miscellaneous unite 
cm i sting of artillerymen „ airmen and other branches employed as 
infantry c nvslescer-te with > x ‘-vi cur- battle experience, recent inductees 
either v- ry youag or v.*ry old, &mi «gc i fre* tfc« local home gee.rsU As 
Ivnr. ds forte L'_ cation?) are ooeupite,. such low quality treei-s can performs 



«Lth & iui.x- degree of tucccss treir mission to hold the Siegfried Line* 



Once tte lines ere pt net aisc and : sneuver beg’in, the lack of &rai sting* 
p/rj-gic 1 stamina, shortage of eqai .patent , materiel and vehicles tan be 
^serially exploited* The recent proclamation of Hitler’s, drafting 
every '.mn from 16 to 60 into the horse guard and placing this under th® 
S3 Leader Kina lev# and not the Amy, indiostes the shortage of manpower 
in the Bsichp ate the extreattv to which the proud German Wehraacht has 
arr:vea»*fXX,&> ... > ,te _ - - 



This G-2 Ectimate of %t$ 19 October remarked that *ib« an my ha® 
shown very little ioclinutlont© coaait hie tank® in this area.® Thirty 
tanks were believed by the Corps as available for doaeittawmte. 



Actual enemy action during October rag described the Corps After/i^tion 
Report for that south ns 5 dcfeneive ate dinflned to sporadic artillery' 
rri mortar fi®& ? nincr raids and an accaoicml ambush. »(I,K) Artillery 
or sorter gi coacentr^tions were f mediately fired upon Corps troop 
.movements and daytime activities, Indicating «&«rip#e& 0 Although deep 
probing® were a common oeourreftce, ther was only on# vixfable enemy 
comterattACkf 1| companies, or 7 October, and which was readily repulsed* 
The Geraan air activite was negligible a 



Xneegr sOtlylty continued to be defensive during Hovwsber, according 
to the Corps A^ter/A tier Report for the rionth,{I,C) There were 
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occasional pntrols, sporadic artillery and sorter fire, Inasaueb a® 
the Corps observed considerable shifting oj* divisions, it believed 
the enssy was utilising tie sector to 'brekk in new tmitBo Six Gerswm 
divisions? were identified as of 1 Kb saber, but those fonftd facing the 
Corps by fch* month* s close #« re f<mr d iff* rent wocas, the ISth, 26th, 
2L2tU, 355 VG Divisions., 



Part of this noTCssent of troop® wss apparently tboughtto have sons 
conreeticn with the V Corps SCKlIDf off sac ire on the norths and the G *>2 
Periodic for <1 Rovt »ber discussed this point in lie section on V-UTSSt 
CAP AST 1I?IF£ » (TTX,C} It 6 baerwedt "As a result of the offensive by the 
V Corps on oar north flank the assay has reacted with vicious countar® 
attacks and the fighting around SCfiXlP? has a©* becone very fires and x 
stubborn,.* Howas. alao roinf arcing fc , but j as of that date, whether 
• these x^ini'ortmaiifk vt s ra new units or aeraly troops and material to. be 
incorporated into existing divisional organisation bad not baan established* 



Bafraose continued to be the amay’ t? activity during the first half 
of E»crsafopr t according to t ho t XII Corps opinions* Daily G«*2 Periodic s 
VS £t?oefiU*r reported defer, nlve, inactive operation, except for a few 
patrols and light , scattered, harassing IT?,, artillery, and sorter 
f 3 1 6' 540(30j) The cnesx/'a inaction >*s dercribed by the Corps G«2 
’'rtinate #12, 9 December which st®sn*ri**di "For the last six weeks t 
eneisy activity on ths 71 II Corps front has been limited to petrolling 
and ■ sporadic artillery and s-ortar fire* Thera has been no offcr.sivQ 
action on the p; rfc of the eneiay, although he has sent out patrols 
■■wees ‘orally in an effort to penetrate our lines -nd ecura information 
of the dispositions of our forces,. Ee has stubbornly resisted our 
efforts to penetrate hie defenses, and r ry- few of ©ter patrol# have bean 
able to et inside his lines,, There has teen a steady tors-cver of 
messy iiviei- rsal unite on Till Corps front ° the older divisions being 
pulled out for coscdtiaent in an active area to plug « gepi? and a new 
ITolksgreradier division re- 1 cissg tt in order to gain front line 
e^arience^Olfg) This K t lasts of 9 December stated there were r.o 
reports of con act with eneuy tanks, sad nose of his divldiaa# had 
organic armor* Eleven battalions of artillery ind bees oosra&bted cm the 
Corps front o s 



This 0®2 Estinatv -f 9 Eeweaber sussarized the «nety activity 
h as having been defensive and inactive during tie several previous weeks* 
ferna operation# continued to be of that type from 9 Be ceaber through 
the 15 the Icily C®2 x'isajedwars Periodic# described the aneay as being 
defensive, quiet and limiter to sese patrolling and uausl light, scattered 
harassing smell arms, mortar, and artillery fires* (IV, A) Beginning 
with the ayening of 13 Beaevber, cont-i durable motor traffic was board 
daily, incited’ ng on the 15?h, bit no interpret’? tivs cornont vns offered 
or> this pfeioseoiroSc. ?i*#y artillery on 15 Caceaber did not suggest attack 
pr^particne, judging fey the CorjP# Aj.ti.Hery XntolligKtte* Export, 
X42400A®15241}QA December, which described the ere ay *s contitming "hi# 
light scattered shelling in the central sod northern part of the 0 prpif 
55tm*c All shellings eere reported m harassing in nature* * * * *{7 ,8,W#g.#30, 
16 Deo*} 
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T, . Mgaifioant Evidence of fiewneft Qffeasivs lBt®ntiQa# 0 
P8SFA0S. 



• ' ka noted <m tho divsion*! level,, ihroeof the four 7X11 Carp j 
dirl » tutts * efc vere &asml%$& on 36 Bece^Wr, acquired certain dsU, 
during th> approxisats 12-15 December period, ihioh,. »a their face 
value isXght appear indicative of ene*y ef eri frr* plans* Irrespective 
of their sorthp THESE DATA CONSTITUTED THE OKOOTDS.OK ?HS BIVJ8X0ML 

.. ewtl fas m eaTextatios op a sjajor bbm? attach, m Mn&tea, *m'***> 

, . sMssa & £fiu9*9&4 siitoa at 45 ist&a&as 5aaate££s^i»<> 

* »v ■» v ; m w \S A?y»'‘ * r * * t / * - •* - .•»*■< T v *"* — *- * 

* 1 * - ' *• *» * i *+ / - - ^ *•'*»* ^ , 

Too sowing evidential data acquired hj ‘he 4th, 25th and 106th , 

■- Pivieienr cds»iated of the foiltndngt 

* (l) An aoasUsmtion of enssy vehicular traffic during 

approsti^^teljr 12-15 December* 

{2} A Lnxsslfijur^ eoaan**? description of the Oertaan build-up^ 

'■ (3) Statesenfcs by four PW*s that they liad heard r^ssora or 

had been iaforasd that a najor attack «»3 to be launched betweaa 
approximately 16-25 Oeeec0!ober« j { 

v . For conwmieaff# of discussion, thAee three types of inforj&t&m 
sre divided Into seven data —-seven instance# as It w*to 9 tc^ed tagwn 
sources* although in Host cases sinlXar data was provided by araltiple 
nourcos-. For instance tC two data were that observed by the 25th and 
106th Divisions dealing with observe via no of increasing ■ nmy setiviyo 
-A third data wa? that fnraitbed by the civilian voman «ho fled from 
th« Germans and voluntarily geve herself n? to the 25th Division*# CTO 
on 14 Decanter-. Tan other "'our data comprised that of the four PM n 
sapturei '&" the X 06 th .v»d 4th Divlsi&aoo ?*» wntsad^d FE*s froa the 
15th TO Division vers taken cn 15 December by the 422d Infantry and 
the 331st Eedlcsl Battalion of the X06ih Divisioiio The other two F/> ’ r 
r«ro deserter# f!rc» the 1st Co c 9 44th ?©atung MG Battalion, taken by 
toe Pth Infantry, 4th Division, 151530 Bec®*b«rt. 

An ©TtFjRia tiqn of both, divisional and YlVi ’ Cpxpe dqcuRur.ta results 
la the' discowajp that' the Corps records possessed fuller detail# atwwsfc* • 
tfeeae date* Tb ay contained rose pertinent divisional explanation® 
not included «*o.»g the record r of the ■ respective division. The followifig 
discussion will,, therefore, cabrace both division*! and Corps versions* 



•In psssingj my it be noted that this is fact' is an example of the 
Inocp^lnfceaese of official records of individual casaon!#* For instance. 

If a division sent a message to Corps, na inport -nt one, it might be fouM 
only la the Corps records, not the division* n, 

_ , . v \-I--_ --wscxusieat. 

An analysis of the date on so objective s. baai# m possible, yield# 
the oonclttslos that Cl) singlsfcy wx or oolleotively, these *mm Hat# 
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dld not provide the requisite, detailed information upon which «& 
iaarican laielligenee effiear of a division could reasonably predict 
fi nu.jor eaasy counterblow* Ha would need other substantive, supporting 
infornatient, Regardless of the data’s completeness and value, (2) ths 
divisions ware deficient in their transmission of the data, whereas tin? 
HII Corps proatly forwarded the tesager date, it received <, Only four of 
tho seven data were sent to the Corps by the divisions, wbereae, the 
Corps at least reported all four data in such distributable media ms 
daily G~2 Periodic** ’ - . . 



SDTtfARf, 

In view of the dominating feet that these awven data constituted 
-•the basic evidence of an approaching German stsjor offensive* these 
seven n.esd'scratiny as to (l) reliability of sources, (2) scop# , 
and nature of .the actual information, (3) whether or not both the 
divisions and the Corps forwarded their acquired data for the information 
and evaluation of higher coanandsc 

(2) Reliability* 

The. 23 th Division considered its woman informer *faii$y 
reliable, * although she wse nervous d«© to a sine explosion.. Obaorva” 
tloas of scc£ller&fc«d ®n»i«y traffic by the 28th and 206th Divisions 
were snda and reported officially by their units,. Reliability of the 
tso 106th Division Til* s was highly questionable, duo to their wounded 
condition, and because their information wrs founded upon indefinite 
hearsay and xvEioro Testimony of the 4th division* e two deserter TV* a 
W’ 2 derived from pep- talks, not direct ordsrs 0 . ' 



tZ39lXl£ 2&8*m&.%S3t£.*'£l &2Z H&Ml J&Zl&lmi* — These 

observe ti oca by wight cr hearing vere made by divisional units* 

28th Mvieitm.’g woran informer ^ •»**> She was considered / 
“fairly i**21able* by the Division, judging by the few checks sake on 
the flr«t day of her custody, but she was highly nervous froa a detomtod 

nine, although uninjured * , . 

* - v' , - ‘ V „ 'l*'"*. *, r * , *--‘A * h»- % „ ‘ * ' 

■" - Dlvijeloa! a Pgja. <~=« their reliability m» 

qusstionslbs, due to the FK } a mental control, and the ^.ablgulty of 
thair information sourest* Itmasmcb «s both PR’s were wounded, surely 
v thair physical condition ivpatored their mental control* This was true 
.at la&st of the 422d Infantry* e PW, who had lost the scost of his right 
lag, and being under morphine was *vsry Incfeherent,* according to 
a late divisional report to the Corps,, but ^mentioned in the preliminary 
report to the Corps* B*in<r held bp a medico 1 battalion, the other 
W*s Rentcl control ess probably not normal dither „ ^either PS! provided 
definite Information about precise details obtained fro« official orders* 
Although the 422* s »*> id he had been infers ed that tha 18th ?$ Division 

-w?s being pulled back for attack briefing, he had only belief , not certainty 
that he belonged to this unit* Rweer ms the eource of the other FK’S 
data* V.; 
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1 - m A*§ Bife — *> <>Pin*oa «f •«* 

fif thc«© V*o deserters tos expressed by the 4th, Their testimony ws® 
based upon aft orientation talk, which was nore in the nature of s 
-pep-talk, an exhortation by battalion officers. % the Pfc* b own 
adr.iaaion, they did not fc lievs the appeal, in view of previous 
unfulfilled pronlat’s that re? nforceaents rculd he provided,, 



(2) Scope of Date: 

;*v. The actual information was quite 'meager for intelligent* 

evaluation and planning pnrpot-e*® Three data described traffic and 
■ equipasftv corf-nentsy but the instances were isolated and sepai sted 
• geographically* , with only a far vehicles inv Ived ©nywsy, and demonstrating 
no coordination, and shove ell, no recognisable pattern of enemy eebior,. 
Posrr da ta. eone&nted of F? c la inn of an .tepending offensive, hot which 
wore derived free hearsay and susbr, ai& eocrpletely taneufeetehtiatad %• 
the ocpttBO of official orders or plena providing precise details, Heither 
^divisional nor Corp© versions of ths seven d ta intimated that the 
information was oonsldered significant, prophetic, and attack a&aptmg 0 

i * 

Ies&Ig ir ££& £ 2S& StMs&gm* «<*- Beginning 

rpfrrsisi tely on 12 December there two divisions noted increasing 
vehicular traffic in their sectors, especially ct night, So lm>ortrn<^< 
wee c*t'i tied to it at the tine trr the 106 th Division, however, and the 
2?ttrDi vision considered the fiction normal relief of * division.. 



Jg&fo g&jMSSLz IK!£S i&&EBSS‘ She did rot, mention 
at/aek poKolbilit^:es„ Although she described troop and rivor-croff Jag 
oqulpn^nt r.ovenonta 5.n the general vicinity, the Division stated that 
•nothing of at A it try eigriJfio apce n me observed on hor main route, a 
foot path fron TXADSH to BXTOTK 

fhes the 28th’ s records 

were ezt&tned, the only source of information concerning tlw nature 
of h«r data was the post-carps? gn 0onbat Interview with divisional 
officers by an official combat hi©torAan(kb« K.G, Jackson), who mentioned 
that the woods towards BIT3DHG were full of German equipments On that 
baalc- the vosaa’a testlaibny a roared eignlficanot. However, the 
Corps records possessed the 28th* a own message to the Gorpe Gh£ at. 

2320 on 1/, D»ceisl)er, the day of her surrender, which elated* * art of 
her ratnm trip was along foot path* on d nothing of military slgni^ 
fieatiee was observed. * This return trip was the route to which the 
combat historian referred. Nevertheless, thl# wo-on described considerable 
troop and river-crcEsing equipment movement* in "the VXAHDER to BITBUM 
sres during the several previous days, which impressed the division 
0 -v>, fudging by the specific questions he stipulated for the interrogation* 
She did not jaention an impending attack, nor did the Division seem to 
consider the possibility aa the result of her descriptions of eneagr 
build-up* ” 



. Division*^ | b !f lt. 
a unit 1 * designation. 



Cm of the wounded lli** 

was unoertein of Ms unit* a designation^ but unrfsrei od that is was is 
be pulled out end briefed for a 17-25 December attack, and the other TV 
heard a ffusor of an impending major attack* 
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The 422d Infantry's 

the very seriously injured one # believed he belonged to the 18th VO 
niYl eion, but was uncertain# and bad arrived on the front on 13 BoceX” 
bar, Ke had been informed ( source not stated) that the 18th VO Division 
as being pulled out for ted of ins and attoek 17"?? 5 December. According 
*<.o the 3 33 fit Medical Bsitali n'a PH f he head heard a rumor of a large- • 
reals attack to b* launched between 17»25 Becenber# definitely before 
Ofcriath.ag,. %fs unit had relieved another company, and had been told it 
vouid bo on the lino only four or five day* then pulled back* 

The references to protective 

attacks h tuoon 17-25 Doccnt^r were the salient and virtually solo 
information provided by tfcos two K.' ! a# but no details were given# us 
eid to the American- intelligence officers* evaluation of. the enemy* » 
intentions,, * 7 . 

‘ * " ,V • .• '• • 



5~ . 



3SI Suiffe Attack evidence was Halted 
to on orientation talk bp battalion or fivers# which vac an exhortation# 
ot on explanation of asaigmont 0 



Those two deserters described 

a sort of j*ep«ta!k by betslionCFostung Bn,,) officers who stated that 
<" Panzer and two Infantry divisions wore in the rear 'to execute an 
offensive of snajer proportions c The front line troops wo o warned to 
hold out until thetve forces arrived. Reaction of the troops was a 
ahonlder rhmg and the tmight that unkept pro»3 oas concerning reinforce 
Rente h d b~en s?ad» before. Their |$atts2ion(Fei}ts»g} relieved an unknown 
unit of reijmeni&l strength# rhofe Mission ras net definitely kncsn a 
Hna rV thought this unit was sent to the roar for training, the other 
to a acre e stive front, already well equipped a 



(3) Forwarding of P tm 



For proper evaluation purposes# a practical distinction 
reed* to be drawn between the essential character of the seven data# 
rhidh. foil Into two grow s, Son-personal data# such ao the 22th and 
306th Pi vial one* official# organ tsatioual observations of an accelleratlon 
of enemy veMvrlar traffics# would be expected- to be natu rlly reported 
in official descriptive issuances such as dally 0*2 Periodica* On the 
other and# personal, da Isa. acquired from individuals through s untender, . 
capture#’ itcu# as represent by chc 28th' s woman Infoiv,*r and the 4th and . 
2C6th Bivisione* four Pi's# could logically be expected to be reported 
not only by prescribed irsuar.eeo# but by informal message* and telephone 
phone# no expeditious media of notlf J catioru If a FW or informer gave 
import ’nt Inf'oraation# a command xould bo expect ed to forward it promptly 
to its uporior for information end evaluation* In t' la respect# this 
personal category of data was, therefore# highly pertinent, sod, of the 
seven data instances five, were of this type* ' A statistical aurwy of 
both groups informs that the divisions were very deficient in forwarding 
the personal sbgfat data type, where the Till Corps net it* responsibility* 
and# bolds divisions and the Corps forwarded their non-perBonel data* 
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Pensoml. Type* — * Of the five personalised data 
ivovi tho civilian eomui ard 'he four P? ! 3 , the three dirisioa«'>‘=--2Sth s 
106th. and 4th respectively, forwarded the data to the Flit Corps in 
only tsD-frvtetanee?^ In both cafes, the forwarding xe&iun var, by r'SEsag® □ 
Fone of the fir® Instances wcs r> -ported ir„ the daily 0-2 Periodica of 
the divisions, Th® YffTS Corps, in contrast, promptly raporhed 
tbs two oascr In ita G-2 Periodic for the day, hut rto Corps aeccsge 
id Fir et Arsay rap locetedc Furthermore, in the care of the wests 8 e 
information, the Coips reported It iwcediately in two oilier docEaients, 
in "the distributed daily Intelligence Staanary and in the G*2* s iaforr*l ? 
typed daily review, titled St^AT. ■ . . 

. \ * - • Son-personal Ty* %th the 28th and the 106th 

Divisions properly, reperttd their observation of increasing vehicular 
traffic la their dully £-=2 ^nrixf-icc* In fact, the defer pilous ware 
- KOJf.&tjRdfi det&i Xcdo. CiMiarly, the FIJI Corps recorded thee* divilional 
data in it® oa W P^rii.dicc, which wore dc-ubtlepe distributed to 
higher co mends for 3 rfo ration* 

A Ma*ajfflB*a-Bawa Mg££££> — H «r data was reported 

to tV. Corps by fnessage (fi hcvr afte r the Piylsion C-2 Massif wa* 
notified , ar.d il«* Corps rs? gtfrirgly kept well inforaed about the 
preptvES of her o^ro- 

Information did not 

Indicate T-bjf-.r she captured on 14 F-ecembor, but et leest- as of 2220 
the Mvieioa C-2 hnew shout her, iaresmoh as he discussed her case with 
tta C/$* Then, f pperently the first notice the Till Corps 5*2 faquir ad 
of hf-r >3f a data! lid prsllnlrnry report resraged by the Division G~2 
\r. ho vr Isi-r, at 2320. Calls were exchanged the next day, the 15th, 
ind at 13C5 the Corps 0*2 commanded that she .not be released except on 
his order, vhich t*a given at 222?A whan the Division requested per- 
mission to sort her to th® First Arny c&g® Ter further .Interrogation* 
Although the 26th Dirlsioi. did not report her in Vs G-2 Periodic for 
24 December, the Corps did in its own periodic end in its Intelligence 
fVBW'ry, I43.800A«1|24DCA December, ar sells Furthermore, th* Corps / 

, 5-2 included a five-lira? resua® of her Information in his informal ( 

typed di.ily rwvler* 5Wl f tJ.T r .14 f F00A~15C800A feeesbisr. 

\ - . 106th Divisions two FSjLs., Singularly, this. Division 

reported only one of ito two ffSs, tut wae prompt in that instance, 
having notified the Corps ty nesfage 36 Binutes after the Division 5*2 
learn©* of the case* The information fro® th# 4224 Infantry* s ?W an® 
forwarded to the Corps at 2006 on 15 December* 36 minutes after the 
Division* o raolipt of ialtial data fro* the ragiaeut. The 
G*£ Periodic for the day did not report the incident, but the Corps* 
ft riodi-a did record it in a paragraph eamaryo *?c evidence vac located 
fchafc the data of the 331st Mod leal Bat allord a ? ' tree forwarded to th® 
Corps, in either aesssage for or in the Di.vlaioa’e C»2 Periodic for th#-iay<» 
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Division 1 # jsaaJaij* — data described by the 
.deserters tskea *t !330 os 15 Dseeeber was sot transmitted to the 
VIII Corps* by either Message or the Division* e C«2 Periodic for the 
d*y 0 In fast* although tbs evidence vat not conclusive, apparently 
the Division 0-2 did not issm hi»s«lf of the FS*s claim of an impending 
attack until hie receipt of the regisentgl in tsr rogation teas* a report 
about nidnight. Of course, the Corps isielligeace issuanesecarrisd m roper t» 



~ by {SDEd*e» 




The foregoing discussion of the Significant. JCvidonee of Gcrsan 
Offensive Intentions was lese of a recapitulation than a ooaaidsratioa 
of the or rail aspects of this evidence, each as reliability, scope, 
and whether. forwardsd or not* At . the risk of repetition, the following 
section deals i&ththi* evidence according to its subjset natters feW&r- 
ration of Traffic by 23th and 106 th firiaionsj Civilian Inforaatlonj 
Ffl Xnfarraiion Obtained by the 106th and 4th Divisions* This section 
has the merit of descriptively coordinating the various d*ta pertaining 
to each individual evidence, and providing citations to the DOCBKIfTATl C K * 
It drafts together the several bits of information on these subjects 
that are dispersed in the DOCOKEt?ATIfN a Chronological details will 
be found in this section, which eneoapasses both divisional and Corps 
dosmenta in the Interest of cespleiness* 




* 







TBk 




Q&Sm&iSM s£ Zxa&is is MS& Si&aiSMz Beginning 
approximately on 12 December, two Till Corps divisions noted an ac cellars-* 
tion of on e*y vehicular activity, particularly during darkness, within 
their sectors, as noted on the divisional level* ffo significance was 
attached to this enemy effort, although the two divisions were impressed 
by It. It was reported only on their daily 0-2 Psrio&icc. Neither 
divisional nor Corps records contained messages sent to the Corps calling 
attention to this activity* The VIII Corps cognisance of this enemy 
effort w s reflected only in its daily 0-2 Periodica, which mentioned t 
the occurrences on the Carps front-. Only the feat of osanarrence was 
i reported, without interpretative eeafc entary by the Corps* 

_ . . „ .... Vik ... .. ... .One. of the 

two diviaione was the 106th, which reported in each daily G&2 ^erdkodlo, 

12-15 Deoenber, and in its retrd.-peotive After/ ^ u tion Report for 
Dec saber and post oaapsi.jn Coabat Interviews with ranking officers, that 
unusual motor activity was heard, particularly during &artac»»#.{Div. 

Level, p* 38, X13“H4/ Although the observed activity w* a described 
in the currant 0*2 Periodic#, they did not express opinion* as to the 
meaning of the activity, if any. The only estimates of significance were < 

cade Inter by officers in Coabet Interviews, who expressed the recollec- 
tion that the vehicular noyans&ts war# not regarded a# important at the tine. ■' 

- - : "V --- - -- , . • * ./-'.-t- The mb 

Division was also aware of increRSiag eneay activity, especially vehicular, 
during Deeenber, but as inly during the last few days prior to 16 
December* (Div* Level, p» 23, Utf-Ufi) Detailed descriptions were 
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reported la the dally G-2 Periodic*, "boat hearing or seeing various 
ambers --of vehicles containing troops nai/cr equipment, Boring in 
specified directs,, Ho exiraord'nary significance mis attached to this 
activity,, Perbpas tfea op in. ion* of the CO and the 3-3, 112th Infantry., 
as eTtpressad in a Combst Interview daring January 1945 were representative 
of the attitude* The considered this traffic normal for relief of 
divisions, according to the precedent instance of three teaks previously, 
which deenavtrated sis liar characteristics* 



* .... - . *;-v.vs&c- •- \ Similar* to the 

105th and 2Sth Divisions, the TUX Corps Wafcioeed, in less detail 
however, the various vehicular movsassts in Its daily 0-2 Pericdice. (I? s i) 
Neither the. divisions aor the Corps referred to the motor movements 
in their periodica as being inoreasedp.. They were simply noted as, facts* 

The interpretative eleaent of being dascribed as aaoelleratiag, ms 

performed by ths After/ACtion Reports and Combat Interviews of the 

two divisions, whereas, no coea an ‘ary of ary form ms ventured by the Corpse 



Civilian lafar&atioa * «*=« Information about the enemy free civilian 
sources, as obtained by the divisions, consisted of the data supplied 
by a woman taken into custody by the 2$th Division on 14 W«e»Mr.(Biv* 
level, po 16 1-163 j T,Bi IV, A) A report was made, to the Corps, and her 
statements ware of distinct interest to both the 28th Division and 
Corps* 6-2*8, but the records of the two commands differed as to direv# 
s asses of her being taken into custody, and, more importantly, as to 
her information. 



The following chronology traces the 
divisional and Corps events respect this woman and her inforastiom 

{1} Official divisional records did not indicate when and ho»- the 
wosaa fell intethe 28 th* s custody * But, a post-ca*paiga manuscript 
describing the 2&th*s operation in the Counteroffensive, by as official 
combat hlstorian{S»t. H.G. Jack eon) , based substantially upon Combat . 
Interviews with participating officers, wtz stated; *0a 14 December, 
a msan who had been captured by the Germans and later escaped, turned 
herself in to the Q 1C. She said she had been taken as far back as 
BITBUEQ and that the roods were full of German equipment o'* 

(2) Divisional records recorded that at 2226 the Division G-2 
called the C/S about a woman* s interrogation* 

(3) |h«n, apparently the 6-2 notified the Corps 0-2 about her, 
at 2320, an hour later, i&nshnueh as the Corps records contain the 
message cost by the 28th to the Corps Ch»2 p Because of its detail 
of description beyond the combat historian's statement, in fact a 
contradiction of it, this message is eitsdt 

i "The snap foUtming is a preliminary interrogation of a 
lAtseabourg woman who had Wen interrogated by the 28 th Inf. Div„ 
a \-*Tfee woman reports that she hsd been given permission to 
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X’> the Arcy for further iuterr- gaticm, which i rss granted The next 
kerning, 16OJC0, & QIC officer *f.a givar, th© fivisioijg parAi-ssit'C 
fev ' rXe'hvr* C'- thy f ,’xxy‘ e cage. 

0- 3$C £& ^ Scores «* *-h5» 

Division no tad the captart of tso wondoci Pw’s froa the 18th TO iivisixn 
on 15 December, who raferrad to a possible Canaan offensive betwe-UN 
17. >15 tv (£iv„ t»..‘el ? j\ 111-113) la the oasa of oar. Ff- . his 

infers t tin ■> ws forwarded to the Fill Corps 36 Mnufcss afbsr fcuv 
Division learned of the data, but there mt no evidence that the other 

Ff s s data sent t<« Corps., 

- • _ •-, ' * ■ *'_ - '• - Oa© PW was 

. £aptnr p hj'th0;4?&i Infantry,- An account of his captura wtr dependent 
upon the divlai juI; records nnc* post-oasrpsign Co&tbai Interviews, Irosaucslt 
ar the; regittehtal& dbetaenta wore destroyed or ccpfcnrsd when the 422a 
fnfmfcry HseXf ws? capture on 19 Beess* ,s-r, E Co„ of the 2d Battalion 
fixed vfvxi & ftsres n patrol, : cd picked up a Foie wotted in the foot<, He 
ly»d arrived on the front on the sfternxoa of the 14th f relieving an 
unknown unit, vhich +&e to be pullod ent and briefed for an attack along 
the entire front between 17th and Cferieteas,, The FW did not knov if 
the front m s to be re t ;ir?nt«l. Q division, a to He had beard ruac-rn 
thut SC troops «o«ld parti dip in, but did not know their loeafcloii,, 

£caiv blight? were to bo used.- 



The information 

froa this PC was received by the Division, at I93C, and oecro'ged to th« 
7ITT Crops 36 einats’S later* at 2C06r N c report on this Fn ■* as induced 
in the Iftith* g 0-^2 Periodic for the 15th or the 16th, wfcjch wore dia'cii- 
butod to the Corps o 



Tha wouMed ¥W 

hrM by the J31et Bedical Battalion was also from the ISth TO 

Division, «ind ms captured sosistiice on the X5th c He related that ho 
had he aid a rumor of a large -aerie «‘teck to be launched between 1?~2J> 
December, and defini tely before Christmas, Ka wag an infantrymaiSj, e^d 
wont on the line when another Certain eo&pazgr moved out, but bad been* 
told ha would b© en the line omy four or five day# than pulled backf 
fb&& Fff. report Ms, made by Ih* £*2, 33lsi Hedioal ^attsiion, and entered' 
in the Division C-2 Journal 152200 Deae»«b*r 0 Ho sention was isade of it 
in either th* 0*2 Periodic for the dty or the 16th, or in other pertinent 
records , Ko%« ms there indication that the Corps wse informed of this 
iG&orroga.tioiu ’ ' 



Ac noted atove* 

the Corps was notified about only the 422-i Infantry’ s PK, not about that 
of toe 331st Kedlcal Battalion^ feta about tha former PH was reported 
in the Corps Q*2 FerAcd i<? for 15. December, in a paragraph eu 
Inasmuch as the ICbth did no t report Jh« Forfcdic for the 

day, wbi<Sx would be distribute to Cor. e, th* source* of the Corps initial 
information was apparently the 106tfe*» m&sng* of 2006- Further details 
were obtained, tft: the 106th that night, thsiH which were reported to 
the Corps by ssssage tbs next eoraiag* tho 16th, at epproxi® ■ sly 09C»0 
(V,3) The precis* tSs» of this sassage’s receipt was unde tern: nafcls 
in tite Corps records, and not mentioned in the divisional ones« 



i 



HI Cri 
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According to this new information* the ?¥f wag Polioh s & deserter 8 ra« 
seriously injured ia a ^omas minefield,, % was osaertaln of 

his vir-1 1 * but, believed be bolouged to «ha 13th TO MvisJcCp and had 
a/Trired or the front on 13 &jcst»b*r> Es wat infcrwwi that the If ifc 
TO "’ivlsioix ras boing pul! ad out to be- briefed and prepared for *n 
attack between 17-25 Booesbepa- TVs r eppage included other data 
corr*Bpo*id i.ng to that already riper tod t . Tbs 106th Added: ’’Evaluation? 
2?t>s condition very seri-rn hating 2oat most of Iris right .lewgarwt b^trg 
under the 1 nf inane a of oerphine was very ittooheraato* 

\ - ■ ' ~ Staple* opting fch# 

Corps 15 D^ooBb-ai* lh=*2 Tar iodic 1 -• sir-line paragraph description of 
this pw*g laforadtion, the Cor^c Ccnrplidatad Intsrrogation Report of 
16 Decanter, aime%c& tenths G ~2 Periodic of that day, carr.isd' the 
details of hie .inf oraation., Cl? ? c) _ _ _ L - . . 

£E t nf oratUp r- Oktalaad & JJffi && *»— Two deserters 

frct» the let COc, 44tb Festung SC Ba’talion were taken by the let 

PntteHon f Sfcfc Infantry at 133C m 15 D?oarb»r 0 (Hr* WeX* p 0 332^189^ 
204) 'Ttong other data about the tv organisation f time* two Ph* a dageribod 
an orientation talk two days prlvcui-ily during whioh wr.s stated that a 
farmer and tro Infantry divisions were la the renr g and would exscuta 
si r* c f forslva of raj or propefctions * The front line troops wera warned 
to hold out until then* forces er rived* Tbs troopa reaction* however s 
»a© a 8ho?iMer shaving and the thought that unkept prmle&s had bo*a 
Bads before* Their battalion relieved aa unknown unit of regiiaontal 
strength* One- If fcslieved the old unit h d no training end was being 
sent ‘w.t thf* r for training, the othax- F* though this unit was well 
equipped and therefore f^nt io a acre active front* 



The 4th Division 5 r 

Q-R’g knor let? g* of this infora- tier, was not obtained until about midnight 
of the 15th„ and there was no oyldanc* that it wrs r tyoted to the 
Corps - (lb.id. : ) A preliminary report that the capture ha a occurred at 
133C w*n mad© Iff the 8th Infantry to the Division G-2 it 2X35 9 indicating 
also that the 8th did not yet have information froa Use*.-, Then, inform =» 
'"Sen sb->ut thalr organisation obtained fro® the two PW* » rss »U!Kr.avl»id 
in a ness go to th#.G-2 ; &t ?,J0O froa the r*giw$nt» hut no mention wee . 
mda about tho iapt ading ' attack olal* . A report swsxwib!* upon this 
claiSi woe not available to the Division until its probably midsight 
receipt of the distributed 3th Infantry* « 12** fesm #%* 0 feport for 
1513DCM152400 Deoenber. 



‘ Divisional record 

did not provide evidence th 9 t these FW } s inforaatiora sac for. -,rmd to 
the Till Corps by mees age, no. were their capture and/or data hsntionel 
1 b the 4 th Division* s 0 -2 Periodic s for 15^16^ I? Decctshor ? which the 
Corps doubtless received* The Corp* 0*2 was aware of the capture, 
noverthalesa, but his inform-tlcn was ai?parontly liifiited s ar.d did not 
include the Hi’s aention of a po: sible, placed atiack. Inastinoh as 
the details about the PTf* » wte contaiaed in the 3th Infantry IPb T*«v 
#34*0 Rspcrt, perhaps the CJorp* procured Its information from that 
source* The Corps was not lietrd for distribution, only the Bettalion, 
29th fA B». r S-*2, S-l, and the Division* However the iuforsutlon was 
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required* ths Corps G~2 Periodic #1S1, 14240GA-1 5240DA „ took no ties of 
th* cap Vara incident la its Us* Identifier ticns listing uadsr Units 
Ik $o»t 5,*U *?$ froz- 1st Co, s 44 th Fe&tuag EG Bn relieved a mil ql ragt 
s3*a ir. thl s factor one wee's ago, (Corsont* 7f true, reft involved would 
be the 22ftth Inf Regt, 21£th TO !Uw ; )* (JT,A) 



fl, Corps Concern Over Lack of HI lafom&tion. 

According to tha till Co pc Consolidated Interrogation Keports 
attache? to Sail - Gf-3 Periodica, 33 indlridusls irers interrogated 
within the Corps sosfO during 1-X5 December, oateloding 31 taken on 14-35 
f’soerbor rha obviously ?.««k«d attack Saforfaetiotij. ipnenueh as t feegr ware 
attespt?»g retxsm to uajpua^ fro’" ike dietsat ICE?2 {L~54 '(3C) ) 

Of tho=? 3d r >&t Xaast'.SiO wwr* designated da’ deserters- in contra sip 
tho divisions reported ae’.Ang ifcVfr records the rasbody of 2? H?*a 9 
s?cr.e of whor. wero dosert-erat (Pitr =. Level, |>_5} Some of the Corps reported 
Fl J s wat-f- doubtless apprehended by Corpe troopdc 



The d'W6 statistics wr« ooapilad with Hie cere parslvted by the 
inodeqmey uf ?■# descriptions*,, but exactitude waa unlikal/c An error 
wao prohbly an ovwrootmi, caused bgr the train a&ong interrogation 
reports to gloouea tl«e ssma FT? on dlffersat days, and jbfes «aswr ease# 
j?fij h.tro h»eR cot&ttd t«i%c., 'leithcr divisional nor Carps records 
rvotidod aospilHtlons, rr.f statistics upss aseesearlly deflated, as carefully 
;-i poeet'clo- 



According to a &Mabsi Interview witfc tbs Corps G»2 during launmy 
194 3 1 tbo Isc>. of Pf * s and the failure of patrols to tat* them had been 
,- way to the Corpse (TC 1 , *) Balds *®re ordered by ths Corps, and 
x\s 2Sth l v iv'isjlcr. v-as v*x*lo.’ ly c iff- red to conduct # recca.’ -cisoance raid 
iafcreoo f >*b.e Cores. Crdl gald ha • or.fc to that Pivisioa and dieu'AOsed. 
t f ‘«s subject wit}- its UcjcttfindiAg general- no rssarksd that iha raid r&a 
p noticed srroral tv-isr* but noter fulled off** Porh^pr not to ths 
Corps CK?*a knowledge, tbs raid w»# »re^ut»d c Only one Ph 'res captured, 
the yrstti of which was noted in. the &*r Pnriodiaa of 4 Poc^nber of sx,£h 
the 28th Division zed Tin Corpse Neither cosaaind, kovrewr, associated 
this ^ •with th€ ra^d .ia thsir respeo^Lve i#etismce# 0 %e Manner of the 
O^rp^ Requisition of 'Inforoatloa aboxd, the P!T wsa iaat evidsnr from the ' 
recdrdgi 

/ / ' - ■ ' 

* briefly* the chain of erfenfc# Cvsncorning this raid vere the 

following; ( 1^540(30) J BiVc level, p, 153 s l&-1^7) Ths 28tb*s CG was 
leGnbcrn^d over the lack of VT lafoiwation, bat ths insplrafciou for bis 
wery not oloar- E# wart ocuoomod dtsring early Boce&bsr, and p&trle 
rere iasr^aatd until * eaupasy sis# onetpoa A, 109th Infantry) *»» cent 
olw w CCS ^vex* ea 3 reooaba?, rotufadag ft MOC the next with only 
amt Wj,\frwi the 6th Co„, 915th TOB, 352d VG "ivieidn, Ht confirm*} Ur-t 
his Fegjsent }*(i rsliered the 9l6th Bcgiaeafc 'on the uast «,id# of ihe CUK> 
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fh% 2$ tfc* s G«2 Periodic fop the 4th mentioned Me capture and information 
tut the Cap; » periodic frr the day mentioned his capture oaty e Then ; 
the Con's eonsolid&ted Interrogation Report, annexed to the periodic 
of 6 I^aGtshur, provided a dots 13 c:? account of Mo Jnfd«wtlon v conoid '♦i* 
vitk Ui5 p aeuttagre* claims thn troops wore told that wiasa the onw 
fklls and the cold £:iar% sas the Gornsn trill launch a tig offensive 
,* 1 '. the Pert s>vn front , ad the Aaeriesn troops cannot stand a severs 

oUsaie. 9 . , • 

•’ -G . ./ /- 

4 less eonammi mitttvAe toward^ PW*» was expressed by Maj* Oen» 

troy Ho Middle toa, CSX of the Corps., during a Combat Interview os .19 
January 2255* {7II,l>} Beccure of thi? differing via* frcrs that of the 
G ’2 also ftsprasesd duping a 6 o»bat Interview during the same month f 
rite i? taken of ‘the interviewee oirouKstancea for a*jy feeding they. 

V.ight haVv upon., a£re$a?a ny, According to the combat 3hi«torl«3{Cepto ,£IB« 
CiArh) , no notes' tore is ken during the i txterriew, bet- wang imodiataly 
after uke 40 bAmaI© convsretatlon. The General *«» s extroro.ly friendly 
mi MBfers ter lingo ** 

Riddlcton eoJd that ©very da y up to the tiae the GestraRs 
nttauskel, the Corps got at least osa priaon^r from its front c But tin 
Lftii ilkt. p- trots from the division© wta&l couldn't ho expected to g-at 
lcp« cn oner y stivrgtfe. back a -ornd BITPUfiG, Ke said the! at all times 
they knew ell the $n»y divigiono in contact, but the Gercums km as 
much about out' shifts since they wore juot as active and had patolo 
in our Uat-j every nl£ht.. They knew we r. re using the area, the 7111 
Corps front, as a rest end rehabilitation area „ * 

U 0 3~^- Regard! g the General * 0 claim strut, idantifioatioa 
cf etvmy divisions, i-leeaa note thet the Corps had identified only four 
of the ten esseul&ng divisions prior to the 16 December, pn diswraesed 
in the section in tills Critique titled: Initial Rocogni b ion of the 
Assaults Gravity * 115.* azutlywl* of the Pimr/ 1 s strength did not eoafei* 
to the facts-. He made a further iliu»in n tinr remark during sc interview 
with Captain Clerk on another ocoa.fe5.on, on 20 April 1945* when the 
C-ap c.isa went to see him abo ,1 oth ft r subject,'* but the converts lion 
s inforBie33y parsed to wiriotto topics, including this 5 *0©?u fiddly ton 
oftid he vfonld very .nnch like to . talk to boko German officers. to. as* ■ 
what the corps reoliy vs a hi t ^ doesn' t boliave it vst. aiythlng 

like the 14- or 16 division* that vorn identified in the first two day#,, 
foui’ or five divitfona »oull havo boen enough to do what fhay did aga^n^t 
tw vforsiout and ana bmr£~mw divisiotJs(plus a little amor) s holding 
a e$~ 2 dl* izcnt*Hvn f C) 



TTI. A is DeeonneisFence by the Corps,. 



Aaong the five Till Corps divisions ciecaased on the division 
Iflvtl{flv 0 Uml f p* the 2^th ffi vision referred to air rsooam.i»gan*y 
ty Ascr ran force e, and It noted that weather pr* vented patrols for 
the soet pert, aaf when pJjrnes did fly, they observed little eu^y 
fictivity, sons of it suggretivs of a large attaoko 
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According bo the 7JII Corps daily G~2 Periodica this was the eae®.. 
(tV' / r } Rjrd. ?<c*:thot* rcdne* ! reconr^i scantc to reg^gibility, /$•? 

c-.ti csl rcr jhobc renonnFlreere*:; rx-re fjcsnn on 10 of the days unrlr.g 
*.K V- vf T-’^ctaber period, due fc 4 ^e-therv Fvers on the other days all 
.?*isff3o£i3 sere eauefelled ax o opt +be followix-g ton $ £mmhp?*>*>-lQ0Q 
h iurp Tpc/K si.ifid era} 5th=*^t he firth two Tae/R cis elans} Bth>=«°X4^ Hour 
mission} iCHh=>--~one Corps and om artillery raeonmfcaaancs recalled 
fee to waatbsrj Hth-^-only one Tac/R n&eaionj 15tfc'="*~tw:s fac/R mission** 
’store abortive due uv ?.*e there The obprr red activity *aa minor? consiat.a)tg 
of movements of tro trains esd of a fer motor vehicles* locations of 
r ?p.e field fortifications* and rm the J4th considerable mil activity 
nnd sor? falfr positions in the TAIfR an? 



1711 C«im&ndiag Osn^ral’a Pre^ouKtaroffenaiva Evaluations 

' , J -" ‘V-t • r • *'.W. . ’- . - •''’x" < i' : i'i.! , "« / ' <•' f* ,f 

- ?va j s Geiie Troy fL Hiddletoa, the TUI Corps Cosmnnrlinr General 
preceding and during tha Bottle of the Ardennes* expressed post-catspoiga 
opia&mn upon tho Corps and tbs antsy* s pro-Connteroffaneive potentialities 
io the Historical Section, Eoroponn Theater of Oparntionse 
I a r^tponra to a series of questions suhoittad by ttw Theater Ristorian, 
Colo S l.Ao Marshall* corcemiag th® Corp? participation In the 
trdwm&c fight, tnj# General t’iddleton answered the® in a fire-page 
loiter on >1 July 1945. Heat of the quart ions and answers dealtvlth 
the operations subsequent to + he Initial assault on 16 reo^bere Two 
qucctioms, i.ow^ry pertained to the pre*’Covv*terof Tensive period* and* 
ln#n*ru«fc s is they vert self- explnrvatr y» they ara citiod verba fcj.® 0 The 
Unoeral Glissade various observations during two Ccsabat Interviews n«ld 
rith hia on 1? f junr.ry 1945 and It .'.pull by Copt*. 1* B Clerk of the 3& 
"n‘>VTfi lion f* Historical forvice- which was: attached to ine Third thS® 

Arry> out *iir f c:o'I b xht? Thecbor Hiatorlau, These* rmnrko jaixasc 
likewise extracted and cited verba tisu 

!k Questions by Theater Historian, and Answers by General Middle* tom 

*&.- Curing the tea vc,eki of inactivity on the Till Corps front 
befors It Dscaaber were nay o'; op a taken to prepare reserve defence 
;-;gi lioag* 5 fyc poralse ion sought froa» Hirst TJdS* A^wy to withdraw to a 
■uroager -daforoe lino in the event of a heavy attack? ^ i 

Buff iciest troops were not nv-a liable to orgnrlso a sons 
d«ftn£-jp Trocps available wsra* in fact* bas-dly move than enough for kn 
outpoato Re had* in i cX t . a deployed defence covering key acproachesi- 
The outpost quite thin in order to Hava fmo local r*mrree and a 
fo* i’eservat fer rogiaental and division coEsanders^ Units were used 
extcnsi/nly^ General Robert son, 2nd Division? told m St would take the 
2a3 Division a week to pick up the units on the front he turn#! over to 
the 106 th Divisioaf 

^Thcra^a? not a stronger defen® lys poe lion thin the ons 
- held exept oa the -orthem tart cf tb* If 6th Sivl^^'n front* Several 
o hmtgen ^ere asde or. tMe fret on tb? loft of the fr- v nt occupied 
by the 2Bb h Pivirios in ordsr to add strength to the p6stion 0 This mis 
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done and ther imported to Axxny., /nay did not rent the bulge held b/ th© 
ICftl 7 -iviisjLoi through Vuz & %. J rlvi A*, tic ^.ve); up. A cterci^er 
jcti'.’o. 1 . hwi -.r on onx { m .in*. g&uisrclly ucothee; t fj. a Sf., fiwu 
!V*e :az t V' huvevoluntvri iy given up the large <t*oa in ana through 
tbs fci.cg 3 Lri.eisI him ana lsr, e gone bark severs .1 cCles to the position 
Leva been foolish . Tl'.en the Ce man attack got urkier way on shu 
l&t’i v ai-'iaed Ceram 3 . Jones that I thought it best to withdraw to 
the i-eor ^ostion 0 Jones did not consider a withdrawal proper,, He felt bVi* 
ha oo -Id hold, K** «&s on th© ground, I \mu net- 4 a it turned out h# mAn 
a His' aka, ?t ’ass an boae-st one 0 I th&sk ho ia & good ^ sunder, He had 
& "fighting hecyt I did not order Jones to withdraw at fcxat tiae for 
1 foil ’ h. t he Ixer core c.Loufc local conditions than 1 did- la fact 
lit* did. As it de sloped it juet fcc£pon*i& that jt$* hunch *•',» right, 
v'lien Jonas, decided to vdthdi*aw his left it '.as loo late , * 



• »t bq^ After First IfC Ana/ C-2 cn 10 Bee, reported the distinct 
capability of a l^vgc~c^t.2& leraa a, offeneiva in the test! the likely 
roe of attack vi.t, giver, .•,!■; the sc&sk Roeruvua^fcchieiuen area, north of 
the Fill Corps sector, did Gsu. 1 iddlotcn take nay steps to alert hir* 
divisions s shift r< eevvoo or request add bicml troops froii First 

or ran the corps osuutld tred to bo as well prepared as possible to 
zttti such attack? 

{(((??cfca-~ The Int-erpolatlwJi within parsatiiofis ia the 
abo?s paragraph ?/ore pax t, vf the manuscript, } } } ) } 

s i. The Co^undera wiw always kept abreast of the sitxiatlon c 
Just prior to December l6thj. tl vc First Amy took a coabat ooamind 
;ms the 9th Ar&ored Division, vy reserve, and gave it to the V Corps j 
1 then neved the Reserve Combat Demand, 9th Amorod 3 froa ehs south 
to etc north to buck U£ the right of tbs 106th Division and the left of 
the 2'2xh Divicionc. Tfcie Coaiund took station xwt*r Truis Verges, Selgixss- 
:«b vtqc.fcj ; s—do to Fleet Army for troops because the First Amy 
•ut tskirfi droops from the VIII„ 

K ?bo high etv-t&and could not have been alonsed about »y 
SB"ffiiis fi*ont toes use dxirlng this period I dii’ected to put on a 
dec©: Hon program in order to draw more antsy divisione to my front, 
(’Jo.'ei I ehv>ult! have btan r? yarded for a successful program). Threw 
liiffcntvy divisioiis on an 32-sJlc fx'^nt backed up by part of &a armored 
uU'l*icn i onld uevt,' be well pxp;arei to aeet & iixll scale eneay attack,. 
There uss not any bailor, ixxsofar as X know, on the part of G~2 per* 
eom-.fil thut a uei'CMi attack would be oade on Fill Corps frohfc 0 K 



H,Bo *»=*=* The FUSA doormat referred to in the Questions 
ms tin F,l. st .r»j rf srG-*2'Efs biffl&t® £37$ 15 becembarc Tie following 
extracts xsre aade to Sxsiicatc th® substan. s of this doexasantx 



»i, sr j art of iar. fiiOAtioir, 

“a, Conerelo Circs tha public tics of Q a 2 Estimate 
No.- 3^ , Sated 20 "evaxher 44^ the ensuy hss stubborjiiy coixtestod 
every fool of ground' in Hxe sons of setion o£ the j’irs t fruy „ oPn 

Back of the lit» of the TtCIil he has iutexiaifiod his deisnse sons igr 



* t 







fortification in depth* cox verting: each rlllsg© Into /& strongpe^i-* 
ar4, h»,< /viably * traupthe^ed, tbs tykx&k fifcld foHiflcatione on thu 
Use o' the ft io plain that hi e - strategy in detune* of* the 

.Reich in haseid on the exhsurtien of* our of*\9mety# to be followed i*y an 
*lX°on'i coxxnt^nttoojc *rith nrsysrp between the 3&FK «nd th* FW\^ sup; ort-aw 
H' over/ wftnpoa ho %*n hHrr; to beer, The euspeiwden of ?-], fi.ro from 
~ tbJti APM and the &0*W sites J# beXievgd to t»* breed on 

,thn no* of hip rtllrsisds for \hft bringing la of bw Tolkghjt^nadler 
di‘ visions wept >f the KHTVK an*? for the buildup of tho necessary »rt 3.21*3 x;- 
-~nnd to rapport His att-out gro »d co^siteraf teck* 5 . 3Q It 1« 

apj&retib that. Von Kannstedt, who obviously is oonti’Mtirf military 
. , opcrf-ti-'-Rg without, the benefit ef Intuition* hap sS&Ifn \ly defended 
arad htt^rdW feds forr.es end in preparing for hi# pert In the aiVeni 
nppHft^tU'VJ <Sf i? very freopon •'t the foonl point and the. correct tins# 

•‘•i svdsd***'* l«f«5fA pf the Retefe. sroet «f thojRRTNK by .inflicting as , 

p dfcfefct on' *h*' Allies *s possible* Indtevtl o«a to de£<? poi-rt to 
ih»* location of this foc.nl pein .*» be*ng between HOPKMV© end SCHHEThSJr, 
•&nd within this bracket this .jc-nefcotrated fores will Ixt applied to f ; >3 
Allied force jfud^c J by the Gorman High Command to ha the greatest threat 
to ffaeeessfuX defects® of the Roioh,. 1 * (Sonrcaj FfJSA, G^5 Psrlodloo % 
Srtfcsston, T>do, *V^ In 3^555(22) ) 

B , Tntorelsrar of 19 1945 s 

(fick&bet Hiatori^n* e statements *9fo notes were taken during 
, r'f(‘ry!-*« > v ut i»N rare* ,o«dti i^ediat *»2y after Its cc^nlral^nc Ths 
Infwtrvkiw lasted ,v, r approximately 40 aimtes c Gen, ftfertPlstori was 
friendly and TjF.derstsnsling w ) 



*i£H£grBlu& jBet M M^c 



d^faud on nh? Oorna front. 



*?h« line hall by the 104th was the raoefc difficult one to 
?ho t*o northern raglnentsp 492d and 42?dj 
Ir. the KTFP?. nrsa thjoijrh the fTFG^RTf!) t’ no expossod 

vo«’t^on s Can MddXten erpeoted t’at If art ettsek osno ou hla front 
i 4 - rout?: so>3R In the sector of the XO&fh DJ,y c {7ah out of the 13 Bns wf 
Ocr*;s fj-ty vere In »«■' ort of the 196th Plv\>) the G*n sc. id that xhsa 
tha 24 Inf t’ir^ v&itrih mp the. firrt division to occupy the line held by 
tfe© 3j@6t3i 14th Beff, took ever tho line he geld that two battalions* 
Xioniiehsi we e ao eoxitisd that it ?r*s ?npo~si.blo to ro oh then in -tha 
dsyttefi thst «,ti had to He done at ni^ht- Ho requested permission 

to ’srifjb.V&K frosi this ground^ Hut *th High GGarand* vns reliiotant to 
givo tup* even thVse tmeoufti posintons^ On hie arm eut*'orlbT a t a later 
date he did vdthdmw the two ewpooel hattallcKiii, ahd tho rtr*p» Engineers 
orooutM ^enalltioKs on approortnataly 25 plllhoices In the ST SWHJW lAm 
ac> that tha er^y «mSd not race rony ar*1 renar- thefl^ fo! tif lostioaa« 

Be mid he n«wy vag dirocWy oerstired for this • aotl«sn ? Hut he beliaved 
that it nh not ylewad favorablyhy t3io High Oorsmnd,, 



; ^s-* 



1 .’ 
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rather difficult to ’defend In place* , v icii vas the Corps Mission 'r i 
«aet or^waa to siaif that there is no answer to the defcssu problem 
of an !38«*&iX» front with 3£ divisions* tho Corps reserve consiting 
of a handful of engineer battalions* said the engineers did a 
hr gnif Leant job* He said *»e teach* a 70008000 yd front for defens*.- 
Ha said he has been protesting against, arido fronts during his wh* 
cosb&t experience in the StO. In SICTLT he had 45 alias with om 
dlviai-osic In HALT he also had rvery wide front* He said he remarked 
then to Can Bradley that sosse day w* were going to gist into trouble 
with our wide fronts* This v># it* 

*Ihsn asked shat orders or change of Mission received 
frc® First BS Away after* the strength of the attack was realised, the 
Gen said that he talked to the C/S First 13® ArayCMaj - Gen Kean) 
and received orders to ‘fold with the attack* * (I sta fairly but not « 

absolutely positive of the exact wording of this quota „t8C) Gen said t 

he never 'did understand exactly what this directive meant c 

' *•' • * • i* 

*Gen Middleton said that every day up to the tine the 
Gertsens attacked, the Corps got at least one prisoner fro# its front* j 

Bat ke said that patrols from the divisions could* t be expected to get * 

dope on enesy strength back around BITBBRG* He said that ailx at all , 

times they knew all the eneay dlvisi no in contact, but the Germans knuw 
as ranch about our shifts since they were just as active and had patrols 
in our lia®s every night* They Smew we were using the area, the Till 
Corps front, ns a rest and rehabilitation area* 

^Regarding the simulated presence of the 75th Inf Biv 
cn his front* Gen Middleton said ha rvevsr had approved of ’rubber 
luck’ operations, and that knowing the at; fsngth of what was on his 
if mediate front* he s a lees than usually enthnsiatic about this parti" 
cular cgerotion(operttion ‘COBLKSTZ* ). 
n Sifej?iLfoKsalisaf*4 

*Ihe Gen said that >e ware always concerned about the 4th 
Oiv oa the south and its ability to hold end defend the city of 
wicteab-iurgo He said that this division wap abort i400=>1500 infant ryman 
-it the t iso oh the German attack, end that If the GersariB had ever- 
followed up the attack which they started down the stream lie® SGHWARZrKNTZ 
f 1 1 m not absolutely sure this is the stswora he meant s^nce he ijidieated 
it oa the cap for only a moment,) At might have been serious* „*« 



IX* Initial Recognition of Assault* e Gravity.'" 

Suaswarv* Corps Intelligence Suauvsiriee, issued four times daily, 
described operations, but did not express opinion* oa the so* attack* s 
weaning} and, the First Aray*e ISOH for the period ending X6Q9QO siaply 
dasoribad operatioas of- the 7, 721, Till Corps, without being suggestive 
as to the enemy*# intentions# However, during the evening of the 16th, 
the Till Corps acquired the texts of the Cotr.r *nd»r->in-Chief lest** Order 
of the fay prool iating the Counteroffensive to the Gerttan forces, and 
ao&e other isolated dosuraewts# But the Corps G*»2 Periodic for the day 
aecB.ed to disragn d the dooasients* significance, and stated that the 
currant ensey capability was oounterettacking to restore lost position## 
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Tka Comtaandirig General expres ssd the thought during a Combat Interview 

that, be realised the attnok’ a weight by the morning of 17 Dactabarp 

and the G-2, admitted in an interview that the attack was a surprise to Ida, 

&SSSM I«tell*ja»ife2g £asgSE&S3» Ttfca first report- that the VXII 
Corps made concerning the German onslaught of about 0530 on 16 Beeeicber 
was in its TSBSf #28 6, at 0300,/br the period 252400A-160300A December.- 
(i»540(35 Feg, #?6) In the 106th Division’# are* light artillery *m 
noriar fire began at 0J30A upon the TFX, and the 424th infantry received 
heavy artillery and mortar fire at 0540a An as tinted company was 
reports^ in the sector at 0609 A » One tank with 7f tom in whits suite 
roved against and at 06151 trhee tank® and ane»ti#»t©d oc?:j. any 

aovsd against SOTS. In the 28th Division* s are* heavy artillery fire 
was received at 0630A., There w-sre no operational changes in the’ eastern 
of th® 9th Araorcdand 4th Infantry Bivlsion| 0 ^ 

As noted, this initial 13W, 
described operations, but did not advance opiMonp of the action’ * 
significances Sea# coneideration of the seriousness of the essay* a 
etiem was denoted in the succeeding ISHJI #287, issued at 1200 for the 
08O9A-22O0A fto.riod 0 {V,8 f Mage #77) Regarding the I06th Division’s 
sector, it reported s ^wneaj- launched sn attaok, scope end objective# 
as yet mdetarmimdpQn If end $ flanks at 07001. Heavy nrty fire preceded 
the at tacky which employed infantry supported by t^akso o..* The remainder 
of this ISM for 0600*1200 was descriptive of the divisAona* operations, 
which ware defines and receipt of eiveay artillery in the 28th ? 9th 
Armored, and 4th Divisions 1 sectoral 



This alight reference to the 
offensive’s scope and objective as stated in the ISUM issued at 12<X5 
;0ss ths only aueh caveat ia the Corps I3BK5 during 16 Be oetaber „ (V,B ) 
ISTF { a for 1200 A- 18091, 18004^24004 aoraly described operations, and 
no consideration was given to overs’! scope and objectives. The san© was 
true of the ISOM #290, 162400A-17O8C3A. 



Meanwhile, varioud data sera 

flowing into the Corps providing more or less evidence for opinion 
fomnlatlon* ^ ,, . ^ - „ , 

FtJgA isgi -o oo® Only liaited aid for evaluation purpose# wa# furnished 
by the First Amy’s Intelligeac Jtesnaxy for the period ending 0900, and 
which was not received by the Corps G-2 unfcul 13384 by telegram. (7,8, 

$sgo #79) This ISO® contained data fro* all FfSA corps, and those frtm 
the 7 and 7II Cor « were ae follows, but their inforeetioa ms not 
particularly suggestive, at least ss such so as that of the VXXXtks *ttaual 
assount of artillery fir* reported by V Corps la B&RGSTEX M(F0633) area 
«t 0530A. Considerable ertliary fire in Corps southern sector,. Sporadic 
arty fir* reported in ¥AIAIEBI< 17304} * VII Coxpe sector* *AJRIAWSL£A(FG497) 
and HOVE*(0649) at 05304 received increased arty fire. Artillery fir* 
continued all sight in mm. ATH (flop) and Wmm&m BIRX83J ER{F104l) 
area. South of XASIA3E ££R enemy oountenttaok started at 06004 repulsed 
byOSOOA.* the VIII Corps account was sitsararised in the Cerpe mm 
ISW for 1524004-1608004, previously described. 
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This First Arab USITI fo the period *BdiSG at G9CO -?as 
the only PCS A IS® received by the Gores during the day ? nor Aid tbs 
Corps records indicate infoaastion^l ressagss fi-oa FDSJL 

Caayigrad German g£&8J&<> 0 f high significance was the acqui stick 

by the Corps of the Crdt-r of the Day % the Cc<s&a»der“i&-Chis£ Wot.i, lb 
December* proclaiming the Gonntoroff ©naive o. The Sorpa first received 
the text at 2120 when the V Coi*p;' Special Intelligence Sm.ssry for 
l60Q arrived* and which aontainorl the t€Gct,{ 1^540(3), 16 Deo, &ago#90) 
This Order of the day sad several other revealing docuaeate were captured 
by the l»6th Division, and they were in the Corps possession as of %$Mxk 
2310A a <7,B, 16 Deo,, f«g_. #100} 

’ ’ According to the translation by the 

0/fe %em #44? of the -106thSfi Ct*-2 section, this Order of the Day i mm& 
by fleljdsotrshal ?on Rmvcietedt declared* - . 4 

^Soldiers of the SscASStaatt^t; Vest front l 

"four grscit hour has arrived., 

"Large attacking emits have started against the Aagle-^arioans* 

*1 do not have to tall you anything core to that. 

®Xou feel it yourself a i 

M gasVfo ffvervthflBg g 

tt itra carry with you the holy obligation to give everything to 
achieve things beyond huran possibilities for 

Our father and Our Fchrari 

Von. Sunstedt 
C la C stast 
General fe Ida ar shall* 

Although the 7 Corps SpeoSal l$f¥ quoted 
only this C.inC Order of the Day, the eollisction of documents from the 
106 th Division algo included the Ordere by the Ar*y Group 8*s ce-rsandw 
and th« Sixth Denser Any, & document explaining Operation GREIF s and 
saveral ainor papers o 

£m& ias OS&8&&# M «oc»ca i&* Cognisance wan taken 

of these doementSs. bit sesssingly w acre than that, in , the Corps G«£ 
Periodic #232, for X524OGA-l62400i Dsws»bora &Y,£} : - 

This issuance* » review 

of iha 16th provided data (1) satkred the fact th«t,th« Corps had 
notably uad#reatii**ied the sneoy* a strength, and (2) felt that the 
attack of the day was only a counterattack to restore lost positions, 

(3) ostensibly disregarding in its opinion the scope of thejaosault 
as announce ' by the Cca^nder^l^Chief *« 3 t ? » Drier of the ay, the 
tax* of. which vag possedseed by the Corps G®2 0 • 
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Analysis of the 

anite ia contact list d in this G»2 Periodic for 16 December narks 
the fact that the Corps had previously identified only four of the 
ten anssy divisions which struck during the 16th =, The l£th # 26th, 212th , 
3$2d 70 Pivlsi "v end the 44 th Fe stung £G Battali a ware known to fac# 
the Corjrso Yet, six other divisions also assaulted during the day* 
six divisions whose proximity was completely takaewn to Idle Corps, they 
wars the 621, 560th, 276th 70 Bivisions, the 2d and Il6th Fanser Division 
and the 5th Divi-eicm* 

This fouv to tsn 

se^juimay rattle of pv& identif leatlou to actual assault divisions on 
the Corps l<ml, agreed with the divisional, level patio* of four to ten, ' 
(Div» level, p* 7 ) . According to the divisional records, the 106th 
Division km* of onlfL.one of three, *kHi 26th trift the 4 th •'• 

_j&ocur«tely identified its single assault division, 'but the 9th Armor*! 
was assaulted by a difference divis on than that previously Relieved 
u» be is itc sec tore In general, ths Corps mas attar* of the presence 
of all enray divisionu that the divisions knew ©f prior to the assault, 
and its list of the assault divisons agreed with those of the Corps 
divisions; except the Corps also listed ths 5th Pars Pivi. iono not 
mentioned by a di vision, JtespeotJng bho statistical comparison, the 
116th Passes* Division was reported twice, fey the 26th and 106th Divisions 

Mpmunm 

were listed and diaeuased in till* G“2 Periodic, 152400 A'» 162400 A* under 
that title -j The sppysipal did not suggest a well defined realisation 
Vt.s ensfay* is attack purpose,- la f ^ct, ss observed in Capability #1, 
rjio conception seemed to be that the attack was regarded aa only a 
counterattack to restore lost posiiorwo the cepfth? lities declared: 

K {1) The enazy can continue present counterattack to reader* 
lost positions with the forces* uo« on hie fronts 

®|2} The enemy can further reinforce his front line strength 
with additional reserve forces and mount «m offensive, either in the 
HABSGHgXP-SOKHat EXPEL area or the 7UD22f»KS£2ET3SmC8 area* 

®{3) The ene&y con take up an active defense of Ms present 
positions or those srhiok he may fall back ©» u * . 4 “ . ^ 

Capability (1) was 

conad derod as feeing currently implemented,, Although then too early tv 
(2), PW rtatoswmts as listed in C9 Sotes favored it. ffls ($) 
was thought "Likely to fee implemented if he is’ stopped along present 
positions end ids attack does not meet with success-,* 

The overall scop* and 

cbjeotives of the German attack were not iliacpaH* discussed strong those 
three oepafeilirisSo The sor. oneness of that defiubXency was espheadaed 
fey the a parent Is ok of consideration give* to the oaptare Von Ruudstsdt 
Order of the fay proclaiming the ConnfceroffeRriivft, Xmmvmh as ths 
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Qorpai acquired this & r >ovsi®bt sn of 2120 and again by 2310A, sorely it 
could i;*T* been takes iuto a 'count as part o f the Corps opinion or 
th# en«sy* s intentions and posaibilitieao See*irgly the Corps Sty Q«=2 
cossprefeosdod the inport of this and the anccapasyin^ domameta, in 
that the filing notation within the G~2 faumal File asserted* "Then© 
doeuasnts indicate the seop© of the German offensive and its ieportanea 
bscor.es apparent fres the lsspre reive list of high -ranking Geraaa 
General whose signatures appear th©re©Hc* Tat, the G*>2 Periodic** 
statement of enemy capabilities did not reflect the import of this 
Order of the Bay 

Awareness of those 

doom entl* revelations me demonstrated by the fact that the fe&ie 
G-2*s Periodic for the 16th included translation® of.aost of theai la 
its Order of Battle Sotos, prefacing with the abv© quoted statement 
about their indication of tbs offensive** seopco Strangely, however, 
the text of the' most iaporiant of the dootamfcfej, the Von Reads ted t 
Order cf the Day, w*«nbt printed in this G-2 Periodic* the cacASsion 
res curious. I Tt rar possessed by the Corps free two sources, fron 
the V dorps and the lC6th Bivision, the latter eoeKand its own division, 
tby it of all the dofnauents was the only one to be omitted was odd* 

Sorely if the G°2 h»d taken it eeri usly, which fee seemingly did, he 
no-;ld have associated its significance with Capability #l s ani not expressed 
vhs view in that capability that the attack was ostjy « counterattack to 

restore lost positions* 

■* 

fiaassailfi £Etafe — Ostensibly the serio an® ss of the 
eneagr attack impressed the Coaranding General during the canning of 
the 16th, ism sKuuh as lr sent- an urgent teletype at 2035A to the CG*s 
of nis divisions,, the Ath, 28 th, IBetfe, and 9th Armored* 

"Treepe will be withdrawn free present positions only repast 
only if positions become completely u?rt».abl© 0 Is no event with «ne»y 
feo allowed to pane trate seat of line HOI^7l»H5EJ»-W(«ERSIIEIIJa«> 

EROTJ~B2I W<U im >*mn&¥ZXTEKT~ wh.ob Will be hold at all coat*# 
hotter of Instructions follow*." ... , 

j^ls gtdfeMiHfc PM BBjillBifeLmn. *— Imrsuch ae official Corps. records 
did not include statements as to when the Corps recognised the assault** 
true server! ty and if the attack was a surprise, .Combat Interview# 
provide the only information Purine Ml account of an interview on 
19 January 3.945 with the CG, the eoshat historian, Capt* 1* B, Clark, 
wotes rt Gen Sfiddleton said he realised the full weight of the Geraaa 
offensive b? the Homing of 1? Etc, » e o*{TTX*B) Captain. Clark also 
interviewed Col, i. J. Beoves. Corps G»2, oa the previous day, reporting* 
"Col, Reeves ssy* that, frankly, the attack was a surprise to hi*. He 
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referred «e to the Twelfth Arsy Group 0~2 periodic of the week before 
which he said wan extremely optiaifltia abput the situation on the 
Corps fronts* (VII ,A) Ferfcapa the Colonel referred to the twelfth 
iragr Group Weekly* Intelligence Swaary, #10, for the wools ending 
9 Becaabor 3.944; Issued 12 December, instead of a Periodic* The IStM” a 
text acre nearly* eorrosponds with his thought fchen did descriptive 
data within periodica* (l>320{3) ) 




* . S* Forwarding of Intelligence About the Enooy-u 

PweaOomteroff«Biblye Period . »«*« The Corps divisions, the 4th 8 
28tb, and 106th acquired seven dots, only four of which were trans® 
aitted by the divisions to the Corps* Of the five aost signtfl oa ut 
of the seven, only two were forwarded, and they by iwssage, not in 
daily 002 Periodica* Only two data instance of the '«a?en were reported 
in. divisional. Periodica, and they night be characterised as the 
Is? at sigoif leant „ 

the following two paragraph# 

simply sunasrise the fomuding data* For details, pleas** see the 
Critique’s section titled , Significant Evidence of Gersaan Offensive 
Intentions, which contains the full analysis of the forwarding of 
this pro-Counteroffensivo data* 



As aoniloaed above, the forwarding 
of data by the divisions to the Corps was slight* The 28th and 
186th Division observed increasing eneay vehicular trafs io during the 
12-15 December period, and this activity was described in detail in 
their G~2 Periedicsc A civilian T-oaan wse taken by the 23th Division 
on 14 December, sdso described eo»e German build-up in the energy con© , 
nd tho Corps me notified promptly about her information, by message, 
but sot in the Division'* s G- £ Periodic of the day* Four FR 1 a were 
captured by the 4th ar.d 106 th Divisions oa 15 Dcoewber, who cl^iasd 
to have h*ard {statements or rvasers of an impending German attack between 
r?°25 December. The 106th Division reported the date about mis PD 
irjaec 1 lately by message to th* Corps, but not about the other PR, and 
tho 4th Division reported neither of ite two PW ,*s data, neither 
division reported the incidents io their G-2 Periodica for the day* ? . 

1 . f . 

In contrast to the divisional 

lack of t anoaiasioo of ite acquired data to the VIII Corps, this 
cotamand preapily reported its acquired data fron the divisions* Of 
: he* sovan data instances, the Corps roper t*-d prosqptly the four ds»fca it 
received from the divie: one, An the 6*»2 Periodic for the day* The 
Corps, however, apparently did not report any of It by raoeage to the 
First Artsy* In tho case of one data, the Corps distributed it «los 
in its IST# 0 
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€>■»** Storing the day the Till Co r* a acquired fifth 
the V^Co-tya and mainly fron its can 336th Sirlson th* texts of certain 
aigei^ioarjt docwneat#, which ooulld contribute to tbs (H5*s opinion 
of ‘attack*# sseyiouernaesr 7h»*$ dcxnxrent# were the Order of th# Bay. 

16 Bdcaahw, "of the team aader-iorChiaf ^o#t(FAaldiwyahaII Von Rimdetodi), 
the piie^s, of the Cay by tbs Arsay Group 3 gad the Fifth *anaer Anry s 
a d^|j»*swt describing the Operation GR2XF, and several minor papers* 

Sue : $pr. too ia^ort&ao# of these doeuBanto, th# sequence of event# and 
^n'jkcammWey evidence concerning their tranaeiasion to the Corps 
Wy^iewadc * • -v 

' IM ''' ‘ 

*■,•" „ ' ,> > . ., The first of the*#, accessions from the T Corps 

mjfi tbs X06th Myiaten so# from to© /fens r« The text of the Ton Kusdstedt 
©rdor of the- Pay bid heyn captured by the V Corps daring the comings 
■ ]m •gas Gisjjs&'sim: fc :*d in ita Intelligence- Summery for 1600, which 
/&ZT.ive.i st the fill Corps G-2 sate fmt hours later, at 2120(1-540(3), 

• 16 Sec*, Se^ a #90) To be the toxt of this Valuable document 

U4Q mingled with other end leeeer informative on»a e Nevertheless, th# 
taxi of It was physically in the Corps G-2 band# sell prior to hi# 
i tpu&nca of his G*»2 P eric die for the day, ^ 



In th# case of tbs 106th. Division* & doeusento, 
'at 1320 the 424th Infantry, messaged the Division G-2 that * possible 
162 VG Dir sad 116 la f Dir doeuanets Uien from officer indicate 
large seal® «tk e to to sad# by Germans* Translation following e * ( Bi v a 
bevel, ?c 106 ) T^^i^pites later, at i^SSs 1330# that mesrage was 
repeated verbatim^ c^TtHng the last two nards, ; (Ibid>) At 1420 Corps 
*a& aeroft god b the iC6tb* ** e ksy* captured docuanet with lots of 
ir.£c, Would like you to corns to CP aft - r it 0 *(lbid 0 ) 



This document sat not further Identified with 
cusect eego by the 106th, nor were the tins and manner cf acquisition by 
th* VIII Corp# completely indice ted* Nothr ithetaniing, the Cprps received 
some documents, one of which was without eougt the otto referred to by 
the iC6thc ^robably the lC6to ec busily fastened th# several documents 
together as single one, As of 2310, the Corp# possessed translations ct 
several key documents, etnoeg them Orders announcing the Cotmtoroffensiv#,, 
It that hour a group of documents were inserted into th# Corps 0-2 
Journal File, including a translation of th# Tor Rundstedt Order of th# 
Pay, of 'ray Group H*p(Fi?ld Marshal todel), *te„{V,B) Ae their 
identifying data denoted, the were 00 nired by the f/fc Teea #44® G”2, 
l££th Division, and taken from e deed Gerven effieerof 6th Co*, 156th 
, 116th Pa Division, Their filing notation alco s' ateds •fhegs 
documf uts indicates the scope of the "etum offensive end its iMportaaer 
tocoa# apparent frots the impressive Ziet of blgfa-rmnking German Gener#3# 
whose oignatur# e appear ther&en.. Th# OaSIF opemtion a; pears to be a 
part of a large malt counter - offensive ; * 

' ' “ ‘ ‘ 4 " ' “ - •• 

Thu#, the 106th Hsiocm forwarded to toe Corps 
toe highly eignif leant captured documents which explained the mw ea^sy 
attack* 
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